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detection 

O  F  T  H  E 

False  REASONS  AND  FACTS, 
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Contained  in  the  Five  Letters, 

(ENTITLED, 

Reafons  for  keeping  GUAD ALOUPE  at  a. 
Peace,  preferable  to  CANADA;  From  a 
Gentleman  in  Guadaloupe  to  his  Friend  in 

London.) 

IN  WHICH 

The  Advantages  of  both  Conquests  are  fairly  and 

impartially  dated  and  compared. 

By  a  Member  of  Parliament. 
LONDON: 

Printed  for  Thomas  Hope,  facing  the  North-Gate  of 
the  Royal- Exchange,  in  Thread-needle  Street, 

M  DCC LXL 

[  Price  One  Shilling  and  Six-pence.  ] 
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A 

DETECTION,  &c. 


*}8C*3§C  *  HERE  has  lately  appeared  an  exotic 
)Ct***$M  Production,  intitled,  Reafons  for  keep - 
w*  T  %\£  ing  Guadaloupe  preferable  to  Cana- 

DA’  infive  Letters ,  dated  from  G«#- 
daloupe ,  and  recommended  to  the 
Public,  with  Abundance  of  Self  Commendation 
for  Veracity  and  particular  Knowledge  of  the 
Countries  in  Queftion  ;  efpecially  of  the  Eland 
of  Guadaloupe  \  and  for  the  Author’s  Abilities  to 
reafon  upon  fuch  an  important  Subject,  from 
Ancient  Hiftory  and  Natural  Philofophy. 

But,  there  appear  vifible  Marks  of  Falfhood 
and  Deception,  of  Ignorance  and  Arrogance  in 
every  Letter,  and  almoft  in  every  Page.  By 
which  I  hope  to  convince  you.  That  the^Author 
of  thofe  Letters  is  not  fufficiently  acquainted 
with,  and  perhaps  never  was  upon,  the  Eland  ot 
Guadaloupe  ;  That  he  is  totally  ignorant  of  Na¬ 
tural  Philofophy:  That  his  Reading  in  /Indent 
Hiftory  is  trifling,  and  his  Applications  thereof 
abfurd  and  ridiculous  :  That  his  Fads  are  ialfe, 
and  his  reafoning  fophiftical,  and  that  his  perfonal 
Refled  ions  are  unjuft,  fcandalous,  and  ill  becom¬ 
ing  the  Pen  of  a  Gentleman ,  as  the  Author  (tiles 
himfelf. 


B 


As 
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As  this  Letter-writer  lays  great  Strefs  upon  his 
re  iding  in  Guadeloupe ,  in  order  to  gain  the  more 

ledit  for  the  hafts  he  advanceth  ;  it  is  very  pro¬ 
per  to  obferve,  That  his  Letters  refer  to  certain 
Pamphlets,  which  were  not  then  publifhed  in 
London ,  when  he  pretends  to  anfwer  them  at  Gua- 
daloupe.  This  Circumftance  carries  all  the  Marks 
of  an  Apocryphal-  Writing  ;  and  is  enough  to  in- 
c.uce  a  Belief  of  its  being  the  Compofition  of  an 
ignorant  Pretender  to  difculs  a  Point,  of  fo  o-reat 
Importance  to  the  Honour  and  Intereft  of  Great 
Britain.— If  this  be  a  Faft-,  what  Credit  does 
fuch  an  Author  deferve,  in  other  Particulars  ? 

.  He  anumed  the  Name  of  a  Gentleman  at  Guada- 
loupe  to  gain  our  good  Opinion  of  his  Integrity 
and  Knowledge  of  thofe  Things,  he  had  to  write, 
concerning  the  Value  and  Produce  of  that 
Iflana  :  I  herefore,  that  good  Opinion  muft 

ceafe,  when  it  is  fhewn,  I  hat  he  has  no  Right  to 
that  Name.  b 

This  prenmfed,  we  enter  into  the  Merits  of  this 
Writer.  He  undertakes  to  prove.  That  the 
Ifland  of  Guadeloupe  is  an  Acquifition  preferable 
to  Canada  ;  and  that  Guadeloupe,  at  a  Peace, 

ought  to  be  kept,  and  Canada  reftored  to  the 
rrencb. 

The  Nature  of  his  Argument  is  to  perfuade 
the  Readers,  that  they,  who  prefer  Canada  to  Gua- 
ualoupe ,  are  influenced  by  private  Views  d-  :  an  In¬ 
nuendo,  which  this  Gentleman  keeps  up  with 
inch  freedom,  throughout  his  Performance,  as 
it  his  whole  Bufinefs  was  to  Spirit  up  a  Diflike, 
in  the  People,  to  the  Sugar  Planters ,  Proprietors , 

and 
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and  Merchants  *  *,  amongft  whom  he  enumerates 
many  Members  of  Parliament,  capable  of  co¬ 
operating  with  French  Schemes  ft  ;  and  to  ftig- 
matize  the  Writers  in  Favour  of  Canada ,  with 
the  bafe  Imputation  of  inlifting  themfelves  in  the 
Caufe  of  France  againft  Great  Britain  §  ;  conclud¬ 
ing  with  a  Declaration,  “  That  he  has  wrore  not 
“  with  much  Partiality,  nor  is  he  animated  with 
“  any  Sallies  of  Paflion  or  Prejudice*,  but  has* 
44  given  a  plain  Narration  of  Fadts,  and  the 
44  clear  natural  Confequences,  that  follow  from 
44  thole  Fadts  ||.” 

Afperfions  of  this  delicate  Nature  ought  to 
be  fupported  by  undeniable  Fadts,  or  the  Public 
will  treat  them,  as  the  Effedts  of  private  and  per- 
fonal  Rancour,  thrown  out  by  way  of  Revenge 
for  an  imaginary  Injury  received  from  the  upright 
and  heady  Condudt  of  fome  Members  of  Parlia- 

J 

ment,  Merchantsor  Proprietorsin  the  Sugar  Trade. 

Flow  has  this  Author  acted  in  the  Cafe  before 
us  ?  Fie  reprefents  the  Proprietors  of  the  Sugar 
IJlands ,  that  refide  at  London ,  and  the  Sugar 
Merchants  in  Liverpool  and  Briftol  (many  of  whom 
fit  in  Parliament)  dreading  Guadaloupe ,  as  a  Ri¬ 
val  to  their  private  Inter  eft,  and  hurtful  to  their  For¬ 
tunes.  This  opulent  and  refpedtable  Body,  he 
has  the  Affurance  ( without  any  Sallies  of  Paftion) 
to  call  Wolves  in  Sheep's  Cloathing  and  falfe,  un¬ 
natural,  and  corrupt  Children ,  “  proftituting  their 
44  Eloquence  and  Perfuafion  to  the  Deftrudtion 

B  %  44  and 

*  *  Page  3.  Line  1 6,  &c.  Page  13.  Line  9,  Sec.  Page  13. 
Line  23,  Sec.  Page  24.  Line  28.  Page  26.  Line  1.  Page 
30.  Line  7,  &c.  Page  33.  Line  12.  Page  34.  Line  19,  See. 
Page  36.  Line  17,  Sc c.  Page  37.  Line  30,  See. 

t  P age  61.  Line  20,  &c.  Page  62.  Line  14,  Sec.  Page  65. 
Line  12,  Sc c.  Page  68.  Line  21. 

h  Page  74.  Line  1,  Sec.  ||  Page  79. 
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and  Ruin  and  Murder  of  the  Mother,  who 
“  gave  them  Birth 'V5  But  does  not,  and  knows 
very  well  that  he  cannot,  give  one  Example  in 
Confirmation  of  fuch  a  heavy  Charge. 

For,  the  Gentlemen  in  the  Adminiftration,  to 
whom  the  Nation  is  indebted  for  their  wife,  vi¬ 
gorous  and  difinterefted  Mealures,  can  atteft. 
That  the  Sugar  Gentlemen  were  fo  far  from  confi- 
dering  the  Conqueft  of  Martinico  and  Guadaloupe 
to  be  injurious  or  hurtful  to  their  Trade  and  pri¬ 
vate  Fortunes,  that  thefe  very  Proprietors  and 
Merchants  have  always  advifed  and  favour’d  *the 
taking  of  thofe  Sugar-lfiands  from  the  t  rench . 
And  when  that  Advice  was  carried  into  Adtion, 
it  is  well  known,  that  the  Expedition  met  with  a 
chearful  and  ready  Affiftance  from  the  Englijh 
Sugar-Iflands ;  not  only  in  their  public  Capacity, 
but  from  feveral  private  Gentlemen,  who  entered. 
Volunteers  to  encourage  and  to  complete  the  Re¬ 
duction  of  Guadaloupe . 

Thefe  are  Fadts  fufficient  to  wipe  off  the  gla¬ 
ring  Mifreprefentations  of  that  felfifh  Opposition, 
fo  malicioufly  and  undefervedly  laid  to  the  Charge 
of  the  Proprietors,  Merchants  and  6thers,  con¬ 
cerned  principally  in  the  Sugar-Trade. — For,  had 
they  conceived  any  Rivaljhip  in  Trade  from  a  Re¬ 
duction  of  the  French  Sugar-Iflands  to  the  Crown 
of  Great  Britain ,  they  could  never  have  adted  fo 
inconfiltently  with  their  private  Intereft  ;  and  what 
Influence  they  might  have  in  public  Affairs,  it  is 
reafonable  to  fuppofe,  they  would  have  exerted, 
to  difuade,  obllrudl  and  prevent  that  national 
Meafure. 

As  thefe  Sugar-Gentlemen  have  behaved  quite 
otherwife,  it  is  a  Specimen  of  the  moft  abandon’d 

Scurrility^ 

*  <  ' 

*  See  Page  3c, 


[  5  ] 

Scurrility,  and  of  the  greateft  Want  of  Shame, 
in  thofe,  who  endeavour  to  fix  upon  them  the 
odious  Character  above- mention’d,  and  muft  con¬ 
vince  the  impartial  and  true  Briton ,  that  they  do 
not  look  upon  Guadaloupe ,  as  a  Rival  to  their  pri¬ 
vate  Inter  eft  ;  nor  attempt  to  lelTen  its  Value  from 
any  private  Views  whatever. 

His  next  Care  is  to  ingratiate  Himfelf;  and 
to  perfuade.  That  he  delivers  Fadts,  not  as  com¬ 
municated  ;  but  upon  his  own  Knowledge.  —  He  * 
lays  great  Strefs  upon  “  his  living  upon  the  Hand 
“  of  Guadaloupe  for  about  a  Year,  attentively 
“  obferving  every  Circumftance  he  mentions.” 
Daily  converfing  with  the  People  of  molt  Know¬ 
ledge  in  thofe  Branches  of  Trade — And  then  tri¬ 
umphantly  appeals  to  the  Reader,  now ,  which  of 
cur  Accounts  are  to  be  moft  credited  ?  This  by  me ,  or 
that  by  Gentlemen ,  who  were  never  upon  the  ljland. 

As  this  Appeal  is  intended  by  the  Letter- Wri¬ 
ter  to  be  a  Criterion,  for  the  Reader  to  judge  of 
the  Author’s  Veracity,  in  relating  of  Facts,  con¬ 
cerning  the  Produce,  Improvement,  Exports, 
and  other  peculiar  Advantages,  he  is  plealed  to 
afcribe  to  Guadaloupe  ;  I  doubt  not  of  being  able 
to  fhew.  That  his  Ignorance  of  thofe  Particulars 
will  deprive  him  of  this  Pretence,  in  the  Opinion 
of  every  candid  and  intelligent  Reader;  and  that 
Guadaloupe  never  did,  nor  ever  can  produce  the 
Quantity  of  Sugar,  which  this  Author  has  raifed, 
within  the  Space  of  one  Year,  by  his  own  fertile 
Imagination. 

/Fie  defcribes  Guadaloupe  able  to  furnifh  as  much 
Sugar,  Cotton,  Rum  and  Coffee ,  as  all  the  Hands, 
we  have,  put  together;  and  to  conlume  a  vaft 
Quantity  of  Britijh  and  American  Produce  ;  be- 
^  fides 

^  See  Page  68. 
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tides  great  Expeditions  from  the  Cultivation  of 
the  genuine  Cinnamon-Tree ;  of  which  Spice  he 
avers,  there  have  been  Samples  fent  Home  to 
England ,  as  good  as  any  the  Butch  have  *.  The 
Quantity  of  Sugar,  which  he  affirms  this  Eland 
can  yield,  he  eftimates  at  150,000  hogfheads  fy 
and  roundly  afferts  that  “  when  the  French  had 
but  few  People,  who  underftood  the  Culture 
ol  the  Sugar  Plant,  and  not  half  fufficiency  of 
Negroes  to  work  the  Ground,  Guadaloupe  ex- 
“  ported  70,000  hogfheads  of  Sugar  annually 
That  “  Guadaloupe ,  including  Grand  Terre^  is  of 
much  larger  extent  than  Martinico ,  and  pro¬ 
ductive  of  more  Sugars,  and  that  there  is  as 
“  much  good  Land  free  of  Mountains  in  Gua- 
daloupe ,  as  the  whole  Extent  of  Martinico , 
“  Mountains  and  all  included.  That  Marie  Gal- 
lante  is  very  near  the  Extent  of  Antigua  to  a 
1  rifle,  without  a  fmgle  Mountain  in  it ;  very 
capable  of  producing  Sugar,  and  abounding 
with  the  bed  Coffee  and  Cotton  of  any  of  our 
Elands,  of  which  millions  of  Pounds  have  been 
fent  to  Britain ,  fince  it  was  in  our  PofTeffion. 
And  that  the  Exports  of  this  Eland  to  Britain 
and  America  have  been  as  great,  as  any  Eland 
Britain  has  ||.” 

In  this  defcriptive  Argument  we  are  to  confi- 
der,  how  far  it  is  confident  with  Geography ,  Na¬ 
tural  Hiftory ,  and  with  the  Accounts  of  the  Cujlom - 
Noufe :  For  ffiould  it  come  out,  That  Guadaloupe 
can  neither  in  Extent  of  Land,  nor  in  the  Nature 
of  its  Soil ,  be  capable  of  producing  as  much  Su¬ 
gar  as  all  our  Sugar  JJlands  put  together*,  and 

that 

See  Page  y.  22,  and  may  in  a  few  Years  be  fufficient  to 
ferve  Britain  and  Ireland  much  cheaper  than  the  Dutch  do  at 
prefent,  Page  66.  f  Page  12,  23.  §  Page  23, 

*f»  6  7’  II  Page  66,  67. 
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that  the  Account  of  its  Exports  never  amounted 
to  any  Quantity  fimilar  to  this  Gentleman’s  Sura 
of  70,000  Hogfheads  annually  *,  he  muft  be  de- 
fpifed,  either  as  an  Impofture,  for  affirming  of 
his  own  Knowledge,  what  he  is  entirely  ignorant 
of ;  or,  as  one  voluntarily  engaged  in  a  Defign 
to  mifreprefent  and  to  mifguide  with  notorious 
Falfhoods. 

As  to  Extent  of  Land  *,  tho’  it  might  with 
Propriety  intitle  me  to  produce  the  Admeafure- 
ment  of  all  the  Britijh  Sugar  JJlands ,  in  Oppofi- 
tion ;  becaufe  this  Author  fo  roundly  affirms 
Guadaloupe  to  be  productive  of  more  Sugars  than 
them  all)  I  will  content  myfelf  with  a  bare  Com- 
parifon  between  the  Extent  of  Lands  in  the 
Ifland  of  Jamaica  only,  and  in  the  Ifland  of  Gua¬ 
daloupe . 

According  to  the  beft  received  geographical  Ac¬ 
counts,  the  Ifland  of  Jamaica  lies  Eaft  and  Weft, 
140  Miles  long,  and  60  Miles  broad  ;  which, 
without  taking  the  Elevation  of  the  mountainous 
Parts,  meafures  S400  fquare  Miles.  Land  fuf- 
ficient,  without  any  Addition  of  Territory,  to 
fupply  Sugars,  not  only  for  the  Britijh ,  but  for 
all  the  European  Markets  ;  was  it  practicable  to 
cultivate  all  the  Ground  for  fuch  a  Ufe. 


But  the  Ifland  of  Guadaloupe ,  properly  fo  called, 
meafures  no  more  than  66  Miles  long,  and  30 
broad,  at  the  Extremities,  being  very  narrow  in 
the  middle;  where  the  two  Parts  join  in  Poinis  like 
twoHats  cocked.  So  that,  allowing  this  Ifland  a  full 
fquare  Meafurement,  it  would  not  contain  more 
than  1980  fquare  Miles  :  And  fhould  we  indulge 
the  Advocate  for  Guadaloupe  with  the  Addition  of 
the  Dimen fion  of  Marie  Gallants ,  the  neighbour¬ 
ing  Ifland,  that  fell  with  her  under  the  Britijh  Go¬ 
vernment,  and  meafures  15  Miles  in  Length,  and 

J  about 
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about  12  Miles  in  Breadth,  containing  180  fquare 
Miles  ;  together  no  more  than  2160  Miles,  there 
will  be  6240  fquare  Miles  of  Land  lefs  in  Gua¬ 
daloupe  and  Marie  Gallante ,  than  in  the  Ifland  of 
Jamaica .  So  that  this  Gentleman’s  Argument 
can’t  be  prov’d  by  Extent  of  Land  ;  and  he  is 
either  a  very  great  Stranger  to  the  Geography  of 
this  Conqued,  or  he  wilfully  exaggerates,  when 
he  boldly  declares,  That  Guadaloupe  can  furnifh 
more  Sugar,  &c.  than  all  th zBritiJh  Sugar  Elands 
put  together. 

Well  !  but  perhaps  the  Difference  is  to  be 
fou o ht  for  in  the  Climate ,  in  the  Soil,  and  in  the 
Culture  of  the  Land.  To  prove  this,  the  Gen¬ 
tleman  gives  us  an  accurate  Specimen  of  his  Phi • 
lofophical  Genius. — He  recommends  the  Fertility 
of  Guadaloupe  in  Sugars  for  its  having  as  much 
good  Land  free  of  Mountains ,  as  the  whole  Ex¬ 
tent  of  Martinico ,  Mountains  and  all  included  ; 
and  cries  up  Marie  Gallante,  for  the  fame  Ulesof 
prod  -cm2;  Sugar ;  becaufe  it  has  not  one  Jingle 
Mountain  in  the  whole  Ifland*. 

It  might  be  expected  that  a  Writer,  who  af¬ 
fixes  us,  that  lie  has  confidered  this  Point  with 
Attention,  “  that  he  himfelf  has  been  thought,  by 
the  Sugar  Planters  in  our  Elands,  not  defective  in 
the  Knowledge  of  Vegetation  and  Culture  of  the 
Ground  *,  and  that  many  of  the  bed  Sugar  Plan¬ 
ters,  who  have  looked  over  Guadaloupe  caieiully 
and  attentively,  gave  it  their  Opinion,  that  his 
eftimate  is  confiderably  below  the  Produce  ; 
would  have  advanced  nothing,  which  could  not 
ft  and  the  Left  of  the  fevered  Difquifitions  into  the 
Natural  Hiflory  of  this  Ifland  and  its  Appendage. 
Whereas  his  own  Words,  on  which  he  lays  the 

preated  Strefs  in  this  Argument,  make  diredtly 
^  againd 

*  See  Page  66.  4  Page  23.  and  1  age  67* 
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againft  him,  and  at  once  prove  that  he  is  de¬ 
fective  in  the  Principles  of  Vegetation,  that  he  has 
not  rightly  confidered  the  Subjeft,  and  that  his 
Eftimate  can  receive  no  Advantage  from  the  plain 
Face,  lor  which  he  takes  upon  him  to  recom¬ 
mend  the  Fertility  of  Guadaloupe  and  Marie  Gal - 
lantc,  in  the  Produce  of  Sugars.  For,  Nature 
and  Practice  confirm  that  a  Country  or  Illand 
without  Mountains  are,  in  no  wife,  the  moft  a- 
bounding  in  Sugars. 

Without  fufficient  and  proper  Moifture  there 
can  be  no  Vegetation .  It  is  no  lefs  certain  that 
Countries,  and  even  Parts  of  Countries,  and  of 
Elands,  removed  far  from  Mountains,  are  in  Want 
of  neceflary  Moifcure  for  the  Cultivation,  parti¬ 
cularly,  of  the  Sugar  Cane :  For,  Mountains  are 
accounted  by  Naturalifts,  as  fo  many  natural 
Alembic  Heads,  which  condenfe  the  Vapours  in¬ 
to  Clouds,  and  fo,  by  a  Kind  of  external  Diftil- 
lation,  give  Origin  to  Springs  and  Rivers ;  and 
by  amaffing,  cooling  and  conftipating  them, 
turn  thole  Vapours  alio  into  Rain  to  refrefh,  and 
afiift  in  the  Production  of  the  Fruits  of  the 
Earth. 

This  is  manifeft  to  thofe,  who  are  the  lead  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  Works  of  Nature.  This  is  the 
Cafe  of  Egypt  •,  it  has  no  Rain,  becaufe  there  are 
no  Mountains  near  enough  to  fend  that  Bleffino* • 
it  is  providentially  fupplied  by  the  periodical 
Inundation  or  Overflowing  of  the  River  Nile , 
which  fprings  in  Mountains  many  hundred  Miles 
removed.  The  like  is  found  at  Lima ,  on  the 
South  Continent  of  America ,  and  in  many  other 
plain  Countries,  both  on  this  and  the  other  Side 
of  the  Line  :  Nay,  we  need  not  feek  for  Exam¬ 
ples  at  a  greater  Diftance  than  the  Southern  Parts 
*  *  G  of 


[  TO  ] 

of  France ,  and  in  Spain .  Here  Want  of  Rain  is 
entirely  owing  to  this  natural  Caufe;  their  great 
Diftance  from  the  Mountains.  And  in  the  Vales 
or  Lowlands,  known  by  the  Names  of  St.  Jago 
de  la  Vaga  and  Withy  Wood ,  on  the  Ifland  of  Ja¬ 
maica  (tho’  as  good  Land  as  any  upon  the  Ifland, 
for  forty  Miles  together)  they  have  never  been 
able  to  cultivate  the  Sugar-Cane  to  any  Advan¬ 
tage  ;  ‘for  Want  of  Rain,  owing  to  their  Situation 
too  far  from  the  Mountains. 

Therefore  this  Author  expofes  both  himfelf  and 
his  Caufe  to  publick  Cenfure,  by  rifking  his 
Knowledge  in  Vegetation  and  Culture  of  the  Sugar 
Cane ,  and  the  Fertility  of  Guadaloupe  in  Sugar j, 
upon  fo  weak,  fo  erroneous,  and  lo  Self-conviCt- 
ing  a  Proof,  as  to  prefer  this  Acquifition  to  all 
the  Britifh  Sugar  Jjlands ,  for  its  Produce  of  Su¬ 
gars,  on  Account  of  its  being  by  far  lejs  Moun¬ 
tainous. 

However,  this  Gentleman  has  a  Fa£t  in  Peyto , 
which  proved,  might  bring  him  off  with  Repu¬ 
tation,  and  convince  us,  That  Guadaloupe  is  as 
fruitful  in  Sugar ,  as  he  has  reprelented  that  Ifland — - 
“  I  have  lived,  lays  he,  on  the  Spot,  in  Guada- 
4C  loupe,  for  fome  Time;  fo  from  fome  Intimacy 
“  with  the  Cujlom-Houfe  and  Naval-Office ,  I  have 
cc  had  more  Opportunities  to  know  the  Export  and 
<c  Import  of  this  Ifland,  than  any  Body  who  hath 
cc  yet  written  on  the  Subject ;  both  what  it  hath 

produced,  and  what  it  can  produce  And, 
on  the  Strength  of  this  bold  Pufh  for  Credit,  he 
advances,  That  Guadaloupe  can  produce  150,000 
Hogfheads  of  Sugar  f .  That  in  its  weakcft 
State,  and  early  Manufacture  of  Sugars,  it  an¬ 
nually  exported  70,000  Hogfheads  to  France  §  ; 

And 

*  See  Page  14.  t  Page  12  and  §  Page  23.  24, 
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And  “  That  the  Exports  of  this  Ifland  to  Bri¬ 
tain  and  America  (fince  its  Reduction)  has  been  as 
great  as  any  Ifland  Britain  has  *. 

Here  we  are  to  obferve,  That  fhould  it  be 
made  appear  that  the  Exports  of  this  conquer’d 
French  Ifland  are  much  under  this  Author’s  Cal¬ 
culation,  there  muft  be  a  total  Eclipfe  of  his  Ve¬ 
racity  :  And  fhould  it  be  found  that  Guadaloupe 
never  exported  70,000  Hogfheads,  at  any  Period 
of  T  ime,  to  France-,  and  that  her  Exports  to  Bri¬ 
tain  and  America  fall  very  fhort  of  what  has  been 
exported  from  a  Britijh  Iflands  ;  it  muft  be 
confefied  that  there  is  no  Truth  in  him,  tho’ 

he  has  taken  fo  much  Pains  to  gain  our  Belief. _ _ 

For,  to  retort  his  own  Words  f,  “  Fafts  are 
“  ftubborn  Things  :  They  will  neither  bend  to 
“  the  Force  of  Faction  and  private  Views,  nor 
“  will  they  yield  to  Sophiftry  and  Eloquence.” 

From  what  has  been  obferved  upon  the  Ex » 
tent  and  natural  State  of  the  Land  in  Guadaloupe , 
I  fhall  reft  my  Argument  againft  the  Poflibility 
of  raifing  150,000  Hogflreads  of  Sugar  on  that 
Ifland,  and  its  Dependencies.  Lie  refers  to  the 
French  Records  for  Proof  of  its  yielding  70,000 
Hogfheads ;  but  he  neither  afcertains  the  WeRht 
of  each  Hogfhead,  which,  with  us,  is  at  leaft 

1000  Pounds-weight,  and  frequently  1500  Weight, 

whereas  the  French  feldom  pack  up  more  titan 
500  Pounds-weight  of  Sugar  in  their  Calks.  Nor 
does  he  give  us  any  F.xtrad:  from  thofe  Records, 
or  fliew  where  they  are  to  be  had  and  examined! 
1  his  is  certain,  that  Guadaloupe  and  its  Depen¬ 
dencies  have  not  exported  one-third  of  70,000 
Pounds-weight  to  Britain  and  America ,  fince  its 

C  2  Redudlion 
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Reduction  to  the  Briti/h  Crown  ;  which  finks  the 
C  alue  far  below  fome  of  the  Britifo  Sugar  Iflands : 
For,  Jamaica  alone,  in  laft  Year,  exported  to 
Britain  60,000  Hogflieads  of  Sugar,  of  1000 
X  bunds- weight  each  :  That  IVlartinico  is  known, 
to  be  the  mod  fruitful  of  any  of  them  in  Sup-ar ; 
occafion’d  by  its  Mountains,  from  which  the  Land 
is  well  water’d  by  numerous  Rivulets  :  That  Gra¬ 
nada,  an  Ifiand  25  Leagues  in  Circumference, 
produceth  good  Crops  of  Sugar:  That  the  In- 
creafe  of  the  French  Property  on  the  Ifiand  of 
Hifpaniola ,  otherwife  call’d  St.  Domingo ,  about 
420  Miles  long  Eaft  and  Weft,  and  120  Miles 
broad  North  and  South,  has  greatly  improved 
the  Sugar  Manufacture  under  the  French  Domi¬ 
nion  ;  and  that  the  French  have  fpared  no  Pains 
nor  Expence  to  enlarge  their  Sugar  Trade  in  every 
Ifiand  they  poftefs  among  the  Caribbees. 


Now  allowing  to  each  Ifiand  as  follows,  'viz. 


Hhds. 

To  Hifpaniola.  . 

.  40000 

Martinico . .  ; 

.  40000 

Granada . .  . 

All  others  together.  .  *  . 

*  *  5000 

There  will  remain  for  Guadaloupe  3 

95000 

and  its  Dependencies  no  more  f 

25000 

than  »«•  .o*.  ^ 

Total  Produce  of  Trench  Sugars  . 

.  120000 

And  for  the  Proof  of  this  Eftimate,  I  appeal 
to  the  French  Account  of  their  Sugar  Trade*,  and 
to  their  great  Attention  for  its  Improvement  *, 

who 
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^who  certainly  employ’d  every  Art  and  Penny, 
that  was  neceffary  to  cultivate  Sugar  Plantations, 
and  can’t  therefore  be  thought  lb  neglectful  of 
their  favourite  Scheme  and  Intereft  on  the  Ifland 
of  Guadaloupe ,  as  to  let  the  Land  lie  idle,  when 
it  was  capable  of  producing  150,000  Hogfheads 
of  Sugar  annually. — Such  are  the  Errors  in  Com¬ 
putation,  and  the  Abfurdities  of  thofe  FaCts, 
which  are  publifhed  by  a  FaCtion  to  ferve  private 
Views. 

But,  fays  the  Letter- Writer,  This  Ifiand  of 
Guadaloupe  excells  all  the  BritiJJj  Ifles  in  the  Pro¬ 
duce  of  the  true  genuine  Cinnamon  ;  of  which  Sam¬ 
ples  have  been  lent  to  England ,  as  good  as  any 
the  Dutch  have,  and  adds,  upon  his  Affirmation, 

that  this  Ifland  could  in  a  few  "Years  ferve  all 
Britain  and  Ireland  with  Cinnamon,  and  all  other 
Countries  foon  after,  cheaper  than  the  Dutch  do  at 
prefent  *. 

That  the  true  genuine  Cinnamon  may  be  found 
on  the  Ifland  of  Guadaloupe ,  is  not  worth  my  while 
to  contend  :  But  that  its  Production  is  peculiar  to 
this  Ifland  amongft  all  the  Caribbees,  and  that 
Samples  thereof  have  been  lent  to  Britain,  are  Faffs 
that  want  Confirmation. — If  the  true  genuine  Cin¬ 
namon  will  grow  in  Guadeloupe ,  then,  accordin° 
to  juft  Obfervation,  it  will  grow  in  other  I  (lands 
within  the  fame  Climate,  and  fimilar  in  their 
Soil  ;  amongft  which  "'Jamaica ,  rich  in  the  Pie- 
wento ,  exported  from  thence  in  great  Quantities, 
bids  faireft  for  cultivating  the  genuine  Cinnamon 
( could  it  once  be  found  upon  any  of  its  Sifter 
Iflands)..  So  that  there  can  be  no  Argument  built 
upon  this  Difcovery,  to  ftiew  the  Neceffity  for 
keeping  Guadaloupe ,  for  the  Sake  of  its  Cinnamon 

Plantations^ 
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Plantations .  But  to  defedt  this  Author  more  clear¬ 
ly  :  All  his  Boafling  on  this  Difcovery  of  Cinna¬ 
mon  in  Gtiadaloupe  is  founded  upon  Seven  Pounds 
of  a  Spice,  not  fo  good  as  Caffia ,  lent  from  thence 
to  a  certain  Merchant  in  London. 

Hitherto,  I  have  confin’d  the  Argument  to  fuch 
Fafts,  which  the  Letter-Writer  pretends  to  relate 
to  the  Public,  from  his  own  Knowledge  of  thofe 
Things  he  advanceth,  in  Favour  of  the  Import¬ 
ance  of  Guadaloupe  to  Great  Britain.  I  am  not 
confcious  of  having  mifreprefented  any  of  his  Af- 
fertions  ;  or  of  not  giving  his  Arguments  their 
due  Weight.  But  I  have  fearched  him  out,  and 
detected  his  Impoflures,  by  fhewing,  from  the 
ftrongefl  Circumftances,  “  That  he  did  not  write 

thofe  Letters  as  they  are  dated,  from  Guada- 
“  loupe”  that  he  is  an  ignorant  Pretender  to  the 
Knowledge  in  the  Cultivation  of  Sugars ,  and  that 
he  greatly  magnifies  the  Produce  of  Sugar  on  that 
I  (land. 

In  the  next  Place  I  final  1  confider  his  Reafons 
in  Favour  of  Guadaloupe ;  and  trace  out  his  gene¬ 
ral  Arguments  for  keeping  that  Ifland  in  pre¬ 
ference  to  Canada  on  the  Continent  of  North 
America. 

His  Argument  is  thus  form’d  :  cc  The  Con- 
“  fumption  of  Sugar  is  daily  increafing  both  in 
<c  America  and  Europe ,  and  is  become  one  of'  the 
<c  Neceffaries  of  Life  *  :  But  we  cannot  at  this 
<c  Day  ferve  ourfelves  of  that  Article  -f\  There- 
<c  fore  it  is  the  particular  Intereft  of  Britain  to 
cc  increafe  the  Number  of  her  Sugar-Iflands  J.” 

The  great  Confumption  of  Sugar,  and  its  Ne~ 
ceffity,  will  not  be  difputed.  But  it  is  abfolutely 

denied. 


*  See  Page  5,6. 
Line  9,  and  10. 
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denied,  That  our  Sugar-Iflands  cannot  ferve  their 
Mother-Country  with  that  Article. 

To  prove  a  Scarcity  the  Letter-Writer  roundly 
affirms :  “  That  Jamaica  has  not  increafcd  in  Su- 
“  gars,  thefe  thirty  Years  paft,  and  never  can 
“  increafe  much  ||.” 

Had  this  Author  been  the  leaft  acquainted  with 
the  State  of  our  Sugar-Iflands,  particularly  of  Ja¬ 
maica,  he  mull  have  known  that  Jamaica ,  within 
thefe  thirty  Tears ,  has  increafed  its  Sugar  to  al- 
moft  double  the  Quantity ;  that  it  rofe  laft  Year 
10, coo  Hogfheads  at  leaft  ;  that  its  Lands,  pro¬ 
ductive  of  Sugar,  are  fufficient  to  fupply  all  the 
European  Markets  with  that  Necefiary  of  Life ; 
that  the  Plantations,  now  fettled  in  Jamaica ,  could 
double  their  Quantities  of  Sugar,  had  they  Strength 
to  cultivate  them  ;  that  there  is  not  one  tenth 
Part  of  this  Ifland  cultivated,  for  Sugar ;  that 
the  firft  Settlers  on  this  Ifland  planted  the  Cane 
in  the  Centre,  in  Mountainous  Parts  of  the  Ifland, 
for  their  own  Security  againft  Enemies,  that  mmht 
annoy  the  Sea  Coaft,  and  as  the  propereft  Situa¬ 
tion  and  Land  for  the  Growth  of  Sugar,  which  is 
a  fuculent  Plant  and  requires  much  Rain  (as  noted 
above)  tho5  this  Pretender  to  Natural  Philofophy 
alledges,  that  the  greateft  Part  of  this  Ifland,  be¬ 
ing  Mountainous ,  it  is  not  capable  of  Culture,  and 
cannot  anfwer  in  many  Places  the  Expence  of  car¬ 
rying  the  Sugars  over  Mountains  *  to  be  fbipp’d  : 
and  he  muft  have  alfo  known,  that  the  Defeft  in 
Cultivation  is  not  owing  to  any  Want  of  Inclina¬ 
tion  and  Diligence  in  the  Land  Proprietors,  who 
muft  be  fuppofed  willing  to  make  the  beft  Ad¬ 
vantage  of  their  Eftates,  by  cultivating  a  Market¬ 
able  Commodity  ;  but  that  it  muft  be  alcribed  to 

the 
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the  vaft  Burthen  laid  upon  Sugar,  and  the  excef- 
five  Increafe  oi  Price  for  Slaves;  viz.  Fifty-four 
Pounds  for  a  raw  Negroe,  and  Ninety  Pounds 
apiece  for  feafoned  Negroes. 

It  is  granted  that  many  People  from  Ireland 
and  Britain  would  have  fettled  in  our  Suo-ar- 
Iflands  f  had  they  not  been  neceffiated  to  go  to 
the  Dutch ,  Danijh ,  French ,  and  neutral  Iflands, 
by  the  many  Difcouragements,  and  high  Impofi- 
tions,  which  have  been  continued  and  laid  on  of 
late  Years,  and  not  for  want  of  Territory,  or  good 
Land  to  work  upon.  For,  Jamaica  gives  Lands, 
and  has  expended  very  large  Sums,  as  the  Mini¬ 
fy  well  knows,  in  Bounties,  to  bring  over  and 
to  eftablifh  new  Families  and  Sugar  Manufactures ; 
without  being  able  to  meet  with  Succefs  equal  to 
their  public  Spirit :  it  being  more  advantageous 
for  them  to  fettle  in  neutral ,  Danijh ,  &c.  Iflands, 
where  there  are  no  Taxes  to  be  paid  out  of  their 
Produce  and  Labour,  than  under  a  Dominion 
where  their  Manufactures  are  continually  loaden 
with  Impofitions,  in  Proportion  to  their  Succels 
in  Trade. 

By  this  Time,  I  hope,  it  is  Self-evident,  That 
there  is  no  Want  of  Territory  for  the  Increafe  of  Su¬ 
gar  to  ferve  ourfelves  of  that  Article. 

But  this  is  again  difputed  by  aFa6V,  which  this 
Letter-Writer  advances,  of  the  Importation  of 
14,000  Flogfneads  of  Sugar  into  Ireland  from 
Portugal  *,  and  other  Places  annually ,  from  a  Want 
of  that  Commodity  of  our  own,  at  the  breaking 
out  of  the  prefen t  War. 

A  moil:  extrordinary  Affertion!  All  Sugars 
pack’d  up  by  the  Portuguefe  is  done,  not  in  Hog- 
fheads,  but  in  Chefts :  which  creates  great  Sufpi- 

cion, 
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cion,  that  all  wrote  on  this  Head  by  the  Gentle¬ 
man  at  Guadaloupe ,  is  no  more  than  a  Sally  of  his 
confufed  Imagination ;  and  deferves  no  further 
Attention.  To  convince  the  World  that  the  Bri¬ 
tijh  I) lands  make  Sugar  lufficient  for  our  own  Con- 
fumption,  Let  the  Cujiom-Houfe  Accounts  of  the 
Exports  be  confulted ;  and  it  will  appear,  by  thofe 
Accounts,  that  not  lefs  than  20,000  Hogfheads 
of  Britijh  Sugar  have  been  exported,  in  every 
Year  to  foreign  Markets,  fince  the  War:  So  that, 
till  it  can  be  more  evidently  made  out  that  the 
Britijh  Sugar-Iflands  are  not  in  a  Capacity  to  fup- 
ply  the  Market,  and  to  be  improved,  we  mult 
rejeCt  all  Propofals  and  Arguments  for  increafing 
their  Number:  nothing  being  more  certain,  than 
that  we  have  more  Sugar-Lands,  than  there  are 
^ cople  to  cultivate  them,  and  that  all  IMeafures 
tending  to  divide  and  difperfe  our  Sugar-Colonies 
will  be  injurious  to  Great  Britain ,  and  to  the  Su¬ 
gar  Trade  of  this  Nation. 

Unwilling  to  yield  to  the  Voice  of  Reafon,  this 
Author  tries  to  inforce  his  Argument  ftill  fur¬ 
ther,  by  insinuating  the  Danger  of  a  Monopoly  of 

this  Manufacture  *  amongft  the  Parties  concern’d 
in  the  Sugar  Trade. 

Should  we  admit  the  Pofiibility  of  a  Monopo¬ 
ly,  which  by  no  Means  can  be  granted ;  let  me 
premile  one  plain  Queftion  ;  Would  the  Addition 
of  Guadaloupe ,  or  any  other  Sugar-Ifland,  prevent 
that  Monopoly  ?  Does  Self-denial  and  Public  Spirit 
rule  the  Market  of  our  Enemy’s  Sugar-Colonies 
more  than  our  own?  is  there  a  confiderable Profit 
to  be  acquir’d  by  fuch  a  Monopoly ,  and  can  it  be 
fuppofed,  if  practicable,  that  the  Proprietors,  &c. 
of  that  Trade,  in  our  conquer’d  Colonies  of  Su- 

D  g^, 
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gar,  would  not  readily  and  cordially  enter  into 
the  fame  Meafures  to  mend  their  Fortunes  ?  Then, 
what  can  this  Author  infer,  from  fuch  an  Allega¬ 
tion,  That  the  Sugar  Planters  have  made  a  Mo¬ 
nopoly  for  themfelves  of  that  Commodity,  of  a 
long  Time  pad  ? 

But,  it  is  impoffible  for  the  Planters  to  make 
a  Monopoly  of  that  Trade  :  the  Neceifities  of  mod 
of  them  will  always  force  their  Goods  into  Mar¬ 
ket,  and  oblige  them  to  fell  to  the  bed  Bidder : 
and  the  infurmountable  Difficulty  of  combining 
amongd  the  Rich,  whofe  Property  lies,  in  fome 
Parts,  a  thoufand  Miles  afunder,  and  whofe  Cor- 
refpondence  centers  only  in  Europe ;  there  being 
no  Pafiage  or  Communication  regularly  to  be  de¬ 
pended  upon,  becaufe  of  the  Winds,  will  always 
prevent  the  EfFeds  of  Schemes  to  engrofs  the  Su¬ 
gar  Trade,  could  it  be  fuppoled,  that  they  were 
all  inclined  to  advance  their  Fortunes  by  an  illicit 
Trade :  which  is  a  Suppofition  too  ungenerous 
for  a  difintered  Writer  to  infinuate. 

The  only  Danger,  therefore,  of  a  Monopoly  of 
Sugar  in  Britain ,  is  to  be  fought  for  amongd 
thofe,  who  lie  in  wait  to  beat  down  the  Value  or 
Price  fet  by  the  Planters  upon  their  Commodity; 
and  to  lock  it  up,  till  an  Opportunity  may  ferve 
to  parcel  their  Sugars  out,  at  an  extraordinary 
Advance  upon  the  Public ;  a  Danger  not  to  be 
avoided,  nor  remedied  by  the  Increafe  of  Sugar 
Plantations :  and  lcarce  to  be  fear’d  ;  fince  Sugar 
is  now  as  reafonable  in  E?igland ,  as  in  other 
Countries. 

But,  to  difmifs  fo  weak  a  Branch  of  theGentle^ 
man’s  Argument,  1  appeal  to  the  Merchants  in 
the  Sugar  Trade  for  the  Caule  of  the  high  Price, 
that  is  now  upon  Sugars.  They  will  tell  you  and 

can 
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can  prove.  That  it  is  not  owing  to  a  Scarcity  nor 
from  a  Monopoly  of  that  Commodity  ;  but  from  the 
vaft  Burthens  impofed  upon  Sugars.  And,  if  that 
be  the  Cafe,  as  might  be  made  appear,  no  new  Ac- 
quifitions  in  Sugar-Iflands,  be  they  ever  fo  exten- 
five,  well  cultivated  and  fruitful  in  that  Produce, 
can  reduce  the  Price :  For,  as  thole  new  Sugars 
muft  be  imported  into  Britain  under  the  fame  Re- 
ftridtions,  Imports,  and  Expences,  the  Planter, 
being  dilabled  by  high  Duties  and  increafed  Charges , 
will  faulter  in  his  Cultivation  of  the- Sugar  Cane. 
This  has  always  been  the  Cafe  where  either  Sugar, 
or  any  other  Product  has  fold  very  cheap.  Where¬ 
as,  on  the  contrary,  the  Planter  and  Farmer  will 
ftrain  every  Sinew  to  make  a  larger  Produce  of  a 
Commodity,  which,  by  its  Dearnefs,  promifes  a 
large  Profit. 

Without  attending  to  this  necefiary  Point ;  at 
which  we  are  to  feek  the  grand  Obftacle  to  the 
Increafe  and  Cheapnefs  of  Sugars,  the  Letter- 
W riter,  infills  that  our  Property  in  the  Sugar-IJlands 
is  a  great  deal  too  little  *.  Tho’  this,  and  all  he 
argues,  about  Extent  of  Territory  -j-,  is  anfwer’d 
by  the  Premifes,  which  fhews  that  no  Increafe  of 
the  Sugar-Plantations  can  lefien  the  Price  of  Su¬ 
gars  in  Britain ,  without  they  be  dilburthened  from 
thofe  extraordinary  Incumbrances,  to  which  they 
are  now  fubjedt  I  will  obferve  further,  that  there 
can  -be  no  Profpedt  of  a  Deficiency  in  Sugars,  nor 
any  Reafon  to  fuppofe  we  have  too  few,  by  a 
great  deal,  of  Sugar-Iflands,  when  all,  that  under- 
ftand  any  thing  of  the  Nature  of  the  Soil  and 
Climate  for  the  Cultivation  of  Sugars,  and  of  the 
Extent,  and  Situation,  and  Condition  o i  "Jamaica 
will  fupport  my  Aflertion,  That  Jamaica  only  is 

D  2  capable 

*  See  Page  6,  Line  16.  +  page  , ,,  Line  ,0_ 
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capable  of  fupplying  not  only  Britain  and  her 
Dominions,  but  all  Europe  with  Sugars  of  her  own 
Growth,  notwithftanding  it  is  affirmed,  That  ex- 
clufive  Guadalupe ,  our  Sugar-Iflands  can’t  ferve 
the  Confumption  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  by 
10,000  Hogfheads  a  Year  (page  58.)  and  Ame¬ 
rica  mu  ft  have  as  much  as  Britain ;  either  for¬ 
getting  or  not  knowing  that  England  laft  Year 
exported  20,000  Hogfheads  to  the  Continent,  and 
had  no  want  for  Home  Confumption. 

Now  allowing  Guadaloupe  all  its  pretended  Me¬ 
rit,  it  is  evident  64  That  an  Addition  of  this  Ter¬ 
ritory  is  not  wanted :  44  That  it  would  be  bad 
Policy  to  fupplant  the  Cultivation  of  the  Britijb 
Sugar-Iflands,  properly  fo  called,  for  the  Ad¬ 
vantage  of  a  conquer’d  Territory  :  46  That  the 
prefent  high  Price  of  Sugars  is  not  the  Effecft  of 
Scarcity  -,  but  of  the  heavy  Burthens,  by  which 
the  Sugar  Trade  is  incumbred  :  44  And  that  the 
Reader  may  frame  a  better  Judgment  of  the  Real 
Value  of  Guadaloupe  upon  thefe  f  affs,  than  by  a 
thoufand  fopnifticated  and  evafive  Treatifes,  as 
thofe  are,which  appear  in  Favour  of  Guadaloupe,  in 
Oppofition  to  Canada ,  and  the  Acquifition  of  Ter¬ 
ritory  in  North- America,  and  in  Prejudice  to  our 
Sugar-Iflands  *,  when  Subtilty  and  Refentment  are 
44  ufed  by  fuch  Advocates  of  a  Faction,  to  over- 
44  turn  all  the  folid  Maxims  of  Policy  and  Go- 
44  vernment,  that  have  flood  theTeft  for  fo  many 
44  Ages,  and  are  confirmed  by  fo  long  Expe- 
44  rience*.” 

The  chief  Intention  of  all  this  Clamour  is  to 
fpirit  up  a  Faction,  to  favour  the  French,  in  re¬ 
claiming  their  Lofies  on  the  Continent  of  North - 
America .  For,  after  fo  much  Parade  in  muftering 

F  alfi- 
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Falfities,  and  cloathing  them  with  Invedives  and 
groundlefs  Afperfions,  This  Advocate  for  Guada - 
loupe ,  levels  all  his  Strength  againft  Canada  and 
all  North- America  ;  as  Conquefls  of  no  Value  ;  as 
Acquifitions  injurious  to  the  lntereft  of  Britain , 
and  as  Colonies  dangerous  and  hurtful  to  their 
Mother  Country. 

44  Canada ,  fays  he,  of  itfelf  is  worth  little  or 
44  nothing-.  Can  add  nothing  to  Great  Britain  but 
44  a  little  Improvement  of  the  burr  Trade*.** 
44  Such  an  Acquifition,  continues  this  Author, 
44  would  be  definitive ;  and  a  Peace, which  fhould 
44  give  us  all  North  America  might  foon  ruin  Bri- 
44  tain  44  thereby  laying  a  Foundation  of  un- 
44  peopling  Britain  and  ftrengthening  America  to 
44  revolt  44  For,  if  we  were  to  acquire  all 
44  Canada ,  we  fhould  foon  find  North  America  it- 
44  felf  too  powerful,  and  too  populous  to  be  go- 
44  vern’d  long  by  us  at  this  Diftance  ||  *,  our  i  >f- 
44  feffions  in  North  America ,  fuch  as  we  hav  an 
4t  undoubted  Title  to,  when  they  are  proper!/ 
44  fecured  to  us  by  Treaty,  and  a  well-eftabiifhed 
44  Barrier,  being  rather  greater  than  we  are  able 
44  to  manage  to  any  good  Purpofe,  and  ha  dng 
44  already  more  Produce  than  they  can  difpofe 
44  of 

Again  he  fays,  44  That  Britain  cannot  acquire 
44  more  Property  upon  the  Continent  of  America 
44  without  more  Danger  both  to  our  Trade  and 

44  Liber- 
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*  Liberty,  than  upon  the  Continent  of  Europe  * 
became  they  will  rival  their  Mother  Country" 
in  her  Trade  and  Manufactures  -f.  And  Ck 
“  nada  in  the  Poffeffion  of  the  Britijh  Nation, 
will  oecome  more  mftrumental  and  productive 

t{  °r  r“e  Grar|deur,  Shipping,  and  Wealth  of 
trance  than  it  could  poffibie  have  been  while 
“  in  the  Poffeffion  of  the  French  themfelves  • 
“  for  her  Wealth  and  Naval  Strength  mud  be 
‘‘  doubled  in  place  of  being  weakned  by  this 

War ;  unlefs  we  acquire  the  Sugar-lflands  at 
“  the  lame  Time  J.” 

Thus  I  have  collected  the  feveral  Pofitions  dif- 
perfed  and  enforced  by  the  Letter- Writer  through¬ 
out  his  feveral  Letters,  by  which  he  attempts'3 to 
fupport  a  French  Intereft,  and  to  miflead  the  io- 
noiant  and  credulous  into  a  bad  Opinion  of  our 
L  '  ‘  American  Colonies.  "Wherein  at  once  he 
modeltly  condemns  the  Mealures  taken  by  the 
Wifdom  of  the  Nation  for  the  Support  of  thofe 
Plantations;  alledges  that  all  our  Blood  and 
Treafure  expended  in  their  Caufe,  is  impolitic, 
railing  up  a  People  to  ruin  their  Mother  Country- 
and  openly  pleads  for  the  re-eftablifhment  of  the 
trench  in  Canada ,  as  a  nece/Tary  Condition  to  pre¬ 
vent  future  Difcords,  War  and  Rebellion  upon 
that  Continent. 

His  Method  to  prove  this  Paradox  is,  in  the 
firft  Place,  to  perfwade  us  that  Canada  is  not 
worth  keeping.  Secondly,  That  our  own  Colo¬ 
nies  are  growing  ripe  for  a  Revolt. 

The 
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The  firft  Part  he  attempts  to  prove  from  the 
Infignificancy  of  its  Trade  to  Great  Britain ,  com¬ 
pared  with  the  advantages  arifing  from  the  Pro¬ 
duce  of  Guadaloupe. 

The  Sugar  Trade,  fays  lie,  is  far  preferable  to 
the  Fur  Trade.  What  does  a  few  Hats  fignify, 
compar’d  with  ferving  ourfelves  and  other  Coun¬ 
tries  with  that  Article  of  Luxury,  Sugar  :  But  Ca¬ 
nada  can  afford  no  more  than  a  little  Extenfion  of 
the  Fur  Trade  *. 

1  his  is  juft  the  Frenchman :  The  Language  of 
Mirepoix,  who  endeavour’d  to  divert  the  Blow, 
the  Englijh  have  given  his  Country,  in  America , 
by  treating  the  Subjedc  of  the  Difpute  between 
Great  Britain  and  France,  about  their  Claims  in. 
North  America,  in  a  ludicrous  Manner;  as  a  Mat¬ 
ter  not  worth  their  Attention  :  “  What,  fays 
“  Mirepoix,  muft  we  go  to  War  and  lofe  fo  many 
“  Heads  for  a  few  Hats No,  Sir!  It  was  not 
then,  nor  is  it  now,  confidered  in  fo  narrow  and 
delpicable  a  Light.  The  War  was  begun  to  fave 
our  Property  and  our  Trade  in  North  America 
from  utter  Ruin,  contrived  and  in  part  carried 
into  Execution  by  the  French. 

This  Property  is  thatExtentof  Dominion  claim, 
ed  by  the  Kings  or  England,  by  right  ofDilco- 
very,  and  by  the  Lav/  of  Nations,  from  the  Sea 
Coaft,  as  far  back  as  the  Land  extends,  and  not 
pre-occupied  by  any  other  Chripan  Power.  The 
Advantages,  which  might  be  expedted  from  fuch 
a  vait  extent  of  Territory,  if  it  be  judged  of  from 
the  great  Accefs  of  Power,  Trade,  and  Riches 
gradually  received  by  England  from  that  Conti¬ 
nent,  in  Proportion  to  the  Extenfion  of  its  Culti¬ 
vation,  are  beyond  all  Conception. 


*  See  Page  5,  and  7. 
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The  Trade  is  not  confin’d  to  a  few  Hats ,  nor 
to  the  Materials  of  which  they  are  made.  Con- 
lult  the  Cujlom-Iioufe  Accounts  of  the  Exports 
irom  the  feveral  Ports  on  that  Coaft,  and  it  muft 
be  confefled,  i  hat  the  Revenue  is  much  improved 
by  the  Trade  of  North  America ,  and  that  the  Furs+ 
imported  from  thence,  make  the  moft  immaterial 
Article.  And  whoever  lias  a  Capacity  to  perufe 
the  Natural  Hiftory  of  thofe  diftant  Climates  and 
Variety  of  Soils,  will  be  informed  that.  Nature 
has  reierved  immenfe  Treafures  upon  that  Conti¬ 
nent,  and  the  adjacent  Iflands,  and  Seas,  to  re¬ 
ward  the  utmoft  of  our  Endeavours  for  their 
Prefervation. 

Befides,  the  Increafe  of  Indian  Friends  is  an¬ 
other  Advantage.  It  delivers  our  Settlers  from 
thofe  Fears  of  being  cut  off  by  the  Savages  in  their 
new  Settlements  *,  which  always  diicourage  the 
Progrefs  of  Cultivation  and  Induflry  in  defart 
Countries  ;  it  opens  a  Way  to  new  Difcoveries  in 
T  rade  and  Commerce  :  and  it  improves  the  Con- 
fumption  of  the  Manufactures  of  the  Mother 
Country.  Nobody  can  tell  what  the  Back  Indians 
can  do,  in  regard  to  Trade  :  But  every  Indian f 
reduced  to  the  Britijh  Yoke,  will  be  cloathed 
with  the  Woolen  Manufacture  of  Great  Britain . 

1  herefore  how  preferable  foever  the  Sugar 
Trade  may  be  to  the  Fur  Trade ,  that  is  not  the  Que- 
ftion  :  which  according  to  this  Author’s  Way  of 
Reafoning,  feems  to  be  whether  the  War  in  Ame¬ 
rica  was  begun  for  the  fake  of  a  few  Hats ,  or  the 
Fur  Trade?  and  whether  the  Fur  Trade,  which 
that  War  has  taken  from  th z  French,  and  given 
to  the  Englijh ,  is  worth  keeping  ? 

It  is  granted  that  Sugar  is  become  a  greater 
Neceffary  of  Life  than  Fur .  But  it  does  not  ne- 

cefiarily 
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necelTarily  follow  that  the  Territory,  where  Su¬ 
gar  grows,  is,  for  that  Reafon  only,  preferable  to 
the  lerritory,  where  the  Fur  grows.  The  for¬ 
mer  may  be  fuperfluous,  and  interfere  with  the 
real  Intereft  of  the  Sugar  Trade,  fo  far  as  to  pre¬ 
vent  its  Cultivation.  The  latter  may  be  im- 
proveable  to  a  Variety  of  Ufes,  and  produce  many 
Things,  which  in  courfe  of  Time,  fhall  be  found 
necelfary  to  Mankind,  and  ferve  many  other  Pur- 
pofes  of  Profit  and  Security ;  unto  which  a  Su¬ 
gar-  Ifland,  by  its  Situation,  cannot  pretend.  As 
in  the  Cafe  of  Guadaloupe ;  that  Ifland  may  pro¬ 
duce  a  large  Quantity  of  Sugar,  bur  where  can 
be  the  Advantage  of  its  Produce  to  Britain ;  till 
it  can  be  proved,  that  the  Britijh  Sugar-  Iflands 
are  not  capable  of  producing  a  fufficient  Quantity 
tor  the  European  Markets  ?  what  is  not  wanted  is 
not  necefary ,  But  the  Cafe  of  Canada  is  quite 
otherwile  :  Confider  “  that  Country  only,  as  pro¬ 
ductive  of  Furs :  “  that  Hats  are 'become  a  ne- 
cejjary  Part  of  our  Cloathing :  “  that  Britain  does 
not  import  from  her  own  Settlements,  nor  has 
any  Territory  capable  of  fupplying  the  Britijh 
dominions  with  Furs ,  necelfary  for  home  Con- 
fumption  :  “  that  the  Addition  of  Canada ,  and 
its  Dependencies,  will  not  only  deprive  France  of 
that  lucrative  Trade,  but  enable  Britain  to  fupplv 
al  Europe  with  Hats  and  Furs ;  and  then  jueDe 
whether  an i  Increale  of  Sugar  or  of  Furs  fliall  &be  ' 
molt  eligible,  by  a  Nation  in  our  prefent  Circum- 
Itances,  We  are  able  to  fupply  every  Demand 
of  Sugar  without  Guadaloupe :  we  are  not  able  to 
carry  on  the  Fur  Trade  with  Advantage,  except 
we  can  keep  Canada  :  therefore  Canada  ’is  prefer¬ 
able  to  Guadaloupe,  fhould  one  of  thofe  Territories 
be  yielded  up  to  the  Enemy ;  efpecially,  if  we 

r-  take 
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take  into  our  '  rgument  the  local  Security ,  which 
our  Plantations  (hall  enjoy  from  that  Acquifition, 
and  the  Deliverance  of  Britain ,  the  Mother  Coun¬ 
try,  from  continual  War  and  endlefs  Expences, 
to  counterad  the  Schemes  of  France ,  for  wreft- 
ing  the  whole  Territory  of  North  America  from 
the  Sovereignty  of  the  Britijh  Crown.  Befides, 
the  internal  Advantages,  which  are  not  yet  dis¬ 
covered  by  the  Conquerors,  and  have  been  dis¬ 
puted  at  Inch  a  vaft  Expence  by  France^  enhance 
the  Value  of  Canada  to  Great  Britain . 

To  evade  the  Conclufivenefs  of  thefe  Argu¬ 
ments,  the  Letter-Writer  replies. 

Firft,  44  That  the  French  Trade  and  Naval 
Strength  can  never  be  humbled,  but  by  taking 
their  Sugar-IJlands  from  them  ;  and  44  that,  if 
they  be  left  in  Poffeffion  of  all  the  Iflands,  they 
now  have  in  the  Weft  Indies ,  the  French  mud  (till 
remain  too  firong  for  us,  and  raife  their  Naval 
Strength  with  more  Rapidity  from  that  Quarter, 
after  the  Peace  V 

Here  I  declare  my  Opinion,  That  no  Peace 
fhould  be  given,  without  .Briton’s  receiving  a  luita- 
ble  Indemnification  lor  the  Blood  and  Treafure 
wc?  have  fpent  in  doing  our  [elves  juftice  :  And 
further,  that  the  Conquefts,  which  final!  appear, 
in  a  political  View,  the  lead  advantageous,  fhould 
not  be  redo  red  to  the  Enemy,  when  a  Peace  can 
be  fettled  upon  any  other  'Perms.  —  But,  I  can’t 
grant  that  Dance  has  acquir’d,  or  can  derive  all 
fier  Naval  Strength  from  the  IVeft  Indies,  for, 
it  is  beyond  Controverfy,  That  the  grcateft  In- 
creafe  of  the  French  Naval  Power  was  irom  the 
Navigation  of  the  North  4m  eric  an  Fijhery :  In 

which 
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which  Nurfery  their  belt  and  mod  numerous 
Seamen  were  brought  up  ;  and  whole  Ruin  has 
effectually  deprived  the  French  of  the  Means  to 
recruit  their  Navy. — If  my  Information  does  not 
err,  which  I  have  no  Reafon  to  fufpeCt,  the 
French  Navigation  in  the  North  American  Seas  ex¬ 
ceeded  the  Number  of  Ships  employed  to  their 
Weft  India  Iflands,  almoft  two  thirds,  in  the 
whole  ;  before  they  were  driven  out  of  that  Sta¬ 
tion  and  deftroy’d  by  our  Fleets. 

It  is  alfo  a  Truth,  that  can’t  be  contradicted. 
That  whoever  is  in  Pofleffion  of  all  North  Ame¬ 
rica  will  always  be  able  to  diftrefs  and  to  take  the 
Weft  India  IJlands :  Therefore,  fhould  the  Sove¬ 
reigns,  to  whom  they  belong,  make  a  bad  Ufe 
of  them,  to  the  Prejudice  of  the  Britifh  Empire 
upon  that  Continent,  or  in  any  other  Part  of 
the  World,  Great  Britain  would  always  have  it 
in  its  Power  to  add  them  to  the  reft  of  her  Con- 
quefts. 

The  Navigation  to  the  Sugar  IJlands  and  the 
Traffic  with  their  Produce  muft  be  allowed  confi- 
derable.  By  the  Shipping  the  French  acquire 
many  good  Seamen.  By  their  Sugar ,  Indigo,  &c. 
their  Nation  is  greatly  enrich’d.  But  this  does 
not  prove,  That  the  fuperior  Strength  of  our  E- 
nemv  lies  in  their  Pofleffion  of  the  Sugar  Iflands, 
or  that  their  Naval  Strength  ffiall  rife  with  more 
Rapidity  from  that  Quarter  after  a  Peace.  Be- 
caufe,  if  we  look  back  into  the  State  of  the  Na¬ 
val  Strength  of  France  ;  it  will  be  found.  That 
their  Navy  has  never  been  fo  refpeCtable,  as  about 
the  Conclufion  of  the  laft  Century  ;  when  France 
bid  Defiance  to  the  combined  Fleets  of  England  and 
Holland ;  which  was  before  their  Commerce  with  the 
Sugar  Iflands  had  arrived  to  any  Degree  of  pub- 
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lie  Utility  to  their  Naval  or  Mercantile  Intereft. 
Therefore,  their  Strength  by  Sea  has  not  increafed 
with  their  Improvement  of  the  Sugar  Iflands. 
Or,  if  the  French  have  increafed  their  Naval 
Force  by  thofe  Pofifefflons,  it’s  prefent  ruin’d 
State  proves  that  Great  Britain ,  which  has  de- 
ftroy’d  it,  has  increafed  much  more  by  the  Com¬ 
merce  and  Navigation  of  their  Pofleflions  on  the 
Continent  of  Nerth  America ,  within  the  fame 
Epocha  or  Point  of  Time;  and,  confequently. 
That  an  Increafeof  Property,  on  that  Continent,  is 
of  more  real  Value,  than  an  Addition  of  Territory 
amongft  the  IV eft  Indian  Iflands  ;  and  that  the 
French  Trade  and  Naval  Strength  do  not  depend 
upon  their  Sugar  Iflands. 

Secondly,  he  urges,  “  That  France  draws  al- 
moft  all  her  Wealth  from  the  Weft  Indies  :  cc  That 
the  French  are  injur’d  moft  by  the  Lofs  of  their 
Sugar  Iflands :  “  That  any  Conqueft  made  of  thofe 
Iflands  by  the  Englifh ,  will  increafe  the  Naval 
Strength  and  Trade  of  their  Mother  Country, 
and  fcC  That  IJland  Colonics  are  preferable  to  thofe 
eftablifhed  on  the  Continent . 

We  will  confider  each  of  thefe  Affertions.  The 
Wealth  drawn  from  the  Weft  Indies  by  the  French 
may  be  allowed  confiderable  :  but,  far  from  be¬ 
ing  almoft  all — Had  they  not  more  and  greater 
Refources  for  Money,  How  could  the  French  be 
able  to  carry  on  fo  long  and  expenfive  a  War; 
fince  their  IV eft  India  Trade  has  been  almoft  to¬ 
tally  ruin’d  ?  Did  they  receive  no  Profits  from 
their  Beaver  Trade  and  Filhery?  By  which  they 
beat  the  Englifh  out  of  all  Markets  for  Fijh. ,  Hats . 
and  Prltery.  By  the  Gum-Trade  they  maintain’d 
a  Monopoly  of  a  profitable  Commodity,  without 
which  many  of  our  Silk  and  Linen  Manufactures 
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could  not  be  properly  drefled  for  Sale.  Their 
Progrefs  in  Oppolition  to  our  Turky  Trade  was 
fenfibly  felt  by  our  Merchants ;  and  the  Riches 
they  drew  out  of  the  Eaft  India  Trade  is  better  un- 
derftood  by  thofe,  who  know  their  Power  be¬ 
yond  the  Line,  and  the  immenfe  Sums  paid  to 
them  by  Englifh  Smugglers,  for  Teas  and  other 
Produce  and  Manufactures  of  India  and  China* 
than  can  be  poffibly  decypher’d  by  a  Pen,  con¬ 
fin’d  to  Brevity.  The  only  ufe  I  propofe  to  make 
of  this  Deduction  of  FaCts,  relating  to  the  Trade 
of  France ,  is  to  expofe  the  Difingenuity  of  a  Man, 
who  pretends  to  Knowledge  in  what  he  writes, 
and  peremptorily  afierts  a  Falfhood,  <c  That 
France  draws  almoft  all  her  Wealth  from  the 
V/efi  Indies  ;  which,  upon  a  moderate  Compu¬ 
tation,  is  not  a  fifth  Part  arifing  from  her  Com¬ 
merce  •,  exclufive  of  the  extraordinary  Balance, 
which,  in  peaceable  Times,  France  receives  from 
England  and  other  Countries  in  Europe . 

That  the  French  are  injured  by  the  Lofs  of 
Guadaloupe ,  or  any  of  their  Sugar  Iflands,  is  not 
controverted :  But  that  the  Trade  and  Naval 
Strength  of  France  are  fupported  principally  by 
thofe  Iflands,  has  no  foundation  in  Truth.  So  far 
as  the  Exports  and  Imports  of  thofe  Iflands  in- 
creafed  the  Revenue  of  their  Mother  Country, 
employed  the  Manufacturers  and  Merchants  ;  and 
fo  far  as  their  Shipping  fupplied  the  Royal  Navy 
with  Sailors,  thofe  Iflands  contributed  towards 
the  Increafe  of  Trade  and  Naval  Strength  *,  and 
in  this  Light  it  was  a  right  Meafure  to  take  Gua- 
daloupe ,  &c.  But  the  Trade  and  Navigation  of 
this  Ifiand  never  produced  an  hundredth  Part  In¬ 
creafe  to  the  National  Trade  of  France ,  nor  yet 
a  Number  of  Sailors,  in  one  Year,  fufficient  to 
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mann  a  King’s  Frigate  of  34  Guns,  How  then 
can  it  be  aflerted  with  fo  much  Confidence*  That 
France  is  injured  mo  ft  by  the  Lofs  of  her  Sugar 
I  (lands  ?  Had  this  Author  pinn’d  his  Argument 
upon  the  American  Fijhery ,  inftead  of  the  Sugar- 
trade  of  Guadalcupe ,  he  would  have  argued  more 
confidently  For  the  French  are  fuppofed  to  have 
employed  16000  Seamen  in  their  Newfoundland - 
Fijhery ,  and  to  have  received  a  Ballance  from  o- 
ther  Nations  of  1,400,000  Pounds  annually,  by 
the  Sale  of  their  Fifh :  all  which  is  now  loft. 

That  the  Concjuefts,  made  by  the  Englifu  over 
the  Sugar  JJlandsy  will  increafe  the  Naval  Strength 
and  7  rade  of  their  Mother  Country  is  alfo  grant¬ 
ed.  But  that  an  Increafe  of  the  Sugar  Trade  is 
more  advantageous  to  England ,  than  the  feveral 
Trades,  which  are  carried  on,  and  may  be  im- 
pioved  and  diicovered  in  North  America ,  for  the 
Intereft  of  the  IVIother  Country,  is  very  wide  of 
the  1  ruth,  as  I  have  already  proved  at  lar^e : 
and,  as  to  the  Naval  Strength  of  Britain ,  all  that 
the  Sugar  IJlands  could  add  might  be  a  few  Sai¬ 
lors,  which  are  not  wanted  :  For,  it  is  certain, 
that  thofe  Iflands  produce  no  Naval  Stores ; 
which  are,  or  might  be  found  in  Abundance,  by 
proper  Cultivation  in  North  America ,  There¬ 
for*,  ir  this  Criterion  is  to  decide  the  Merits  of 
Canada  and  Guadaloupe  •,  no  Body  would  hefitate 
to  give  the  Preference  to  Canada. 

The  Notion  of  JJland  Colonies  being  preferable 
to  thofe  eftablifh’d  on  a  Continent,  comes  next 
under  Confideration.  Should  not  this  Reafoner 
have  inform’d  the  Reader,  whether  he  means  a 
Continent ,  like  that  of  Europe ,  which  is  occupied 
by  civilized  and  powerful  Nations  ;  or  a  Conti¬ 
nent ,  like  that  of  North  America ,  whofe  Lands 
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are,  by  the  Law  of  Nations,  fecured  to  the  firft 
Difcoverer  ?  If  he  would  have  the  Reader  under- 
ftand  him  to  refer  to  a  European ,  or  to  any  other 
civilized  and  powerful  Continent,  where  no  Co¬ 
lony  can  be  fought,  nor  fettled  without  invading 
the  undoubted  Right  and  Property  of  another 
Potentate,  who,  by  the  Law  of  Nations,  has  an 
exclufive  Right;  or  even  fhould  a  Colony  be  at¬ 
tempted  by  Right  of  Conqueft  on  fuch  a  Conti¬ 
nent,  IJland  Colonies  would  be  much  prefer¬ 
able,  in  the  Option  of  an  Ifland  Power  ;  becaufe 
the  lefs  Connection  an  Ifland  State  has  with  the 
Affairs  of  a  Continent,  divided  into  feveral  pow¬ 
erful  Nations,  the  better.  Colonies  on  fuch  a 
Continent  would  neceffarily  embroil  that  Ifland- 
State,  its  Mother  Country,  in  an  Intereft  foreign 
to  her  own,  and  require  fuch  a  Defence,  as  would 
be  inconfiftent  with  the  Mother’s  natural  Strength: 
Therefore,  Ifland  Colonies  are  preferable  to  con- 
tincntial  ones  for  an  Ifland-State. 

It  is  not  fo  in  Regard  to  Colonies  fettled  on 
fuch  a  Continent  as  North  America:  where  it 
was  the  Lot  of  England  to  make  the  firfi  Difco- 
very  and  Settlement.  Her  chief  Care  was  to 
keep  out  all  other  European  Nations ;  and  now  it 
is  her  Intereft  to  drive  them  out,  who,  by  any 
Means,  have  attempted  to  encroach  upon  our 
Difcoveries,  and  to  fpirit  up  the  Indian  Natives  to 
treat  us  as  Enemies. 

The  State  of  the  Cafe  is  widely  different ;  where 
a  Colony  is  to  be  maintained  amidft  Enemies, 
as  powerful  as  ourfelves  *,  and  where  the  whole 
Continent  is  in  our  own  Powder.  Which  muft  be 
the  Fa£t,  fhould  England  keep  Poffeffion  of  her 
Conquefts  in  Canada ,  &c.  for  then  fhe  would 
have  no  European  Power  to  contend  with  in  North 
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America  ;  the  Natives  would  peaceably  enjoy  the 
Advantages  of  a  Briti/h  Government;  and  we 
receive  the  Profits  of  an  exclusive  Trade,  which 
has  already  been  found  more  defirable  than  the 
Mines  of  Peru  and  Mexico . 

As  to  that  Part  of  the  Argument,  which 
urges,  “  That  an  Increafe  of  Sugar  Iflands,  or 
the  acquiring  more  Territory  in  the  Weft  In - 
diesy  will  not  only  increafe  the  Confumption  of 
the  Briti/h  Produce,  with  the  Trade  and  Ship¬ 
ping  from  thence,  but  alfo  the  Confumption 
“  of  the  American  Produce,  with  the  Trade  and 
“  Shipping  from  the  Weft  Indies  to  America ,  and 
from  America  to  England.” — -All  this  fhall  be 
granted. — But  this  does  not  prove,  That  Gua- 
daloupey  or  any  other  Acquifition  of  Property  a- 
monglt  the  Sugar  J/landsy  ought  to  be  kept  in 
Preference  to  an  universal  Empire  on  the  Con - 
to/  North  America.  On  the  Contrary,  it 
lhews  the  Neceflity  of  totally  extirpating  the 
French  from  that  Continent.  Becaufe,  what  Na¬ 
tion  foever  fhall  have  the  sole  PofTeffion  of  North 
America ,  that  Nation  will  always  have  it  in  its  Power 
to  diflrefs  and  to  take  the  Sugar  Iflands  :  But,  the 
greateft  Efforts,  that  could  be  made  from  the 
Weft  Indies  could  never  reduce  the  vail  Continent 
of  North  America.  So  that  the  Argument  of 
mutual  Advantage  between  the  Weft  India  Blands 
and  the  North  American  Continent,  cannot  prove 
the  Neceflity  of  keeping  Guadaloupe ,  in  Prefer¬ 
ence  to  Canada  *,  bur,  on  the  Contrary,  it  calls 
upon  us  to  maintain  and  purfue  our  Conquefts 
on  the  Continent,  till  our  Strength  in  North 
America  fhall  be  able  to  make  the  Sugar  Iflands 
entirely  dependant  upon  the  Meafures,  which 

Great 
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Great  Britain  fhall  take,  in  Regard  to  their 
Trade. 

In  Order  to  evade  thefe  Reaforls,  the  Letter- 
Writer  advanceth  two  Paradoxes.  “  One  afferts 
iC  that  our  Colonies  in  North  America  are  able 
cc  to  fupport  themfelves  *,  againft  the  Power  of 
cc  the  French A  The  other  declares  it  hurtful 
and  dangerous  to  her  Trade  and  Policy  for  Great 
Britain  to  drive  the  French  out  of  Canada ,  and 
to  encourage  the  Increafe  of  Territory,  or  to  ex¬ 
pend  her  Colonies  on  the  Continent  of  North 
America . 

To  countenance  thefe  Inconfiftencies,  he  com¬ 
putes  the  Number  of  Englijh  Subjects  in  North 
America  to  be  ten  Times  more  than  the  French 
have  on  that  Continent ;  and  then,  with  an  Air 
of  Triumph,  afks  ft,  “  In  what  a  daftardly  Shape 
“  do  they  reprefent  their  Country,  when  they 
cc  tell  us,  that  1000  French  will  drive  ioooo 
44  Britifh  out  of  America  ?” — This  Afperfion  was 
never  deferved  by  the  Behaviour  of  our  Country¬ 
men  :  I  dare  fay,  none  but  a  Friend  to  a  French 
Faction  would  have  infinuated  fuch  a  fhameful 
Affertion.  —  But,  who  can  recollett  the  Impu¬ 
nity,  with  which  the  French  openly  afted  in  the 
Profecution  of  their  favourite  Scheme  to  drive 
the  Englijh  out  of  North  America ,  by  their  En¬ 
croachments  and  Fortifications  erefted  upon  our 
back  Settlements  ,  and  the  Enmity  they  indefa- 
tigably  propagated  againft  the  Englijh ,  not  only 
amongft  the  Independent,  but  amongft  thole  In¬ 
dians,  who  were  under  the  Ties  of  the  moft  fa- 
cred  Covenants  of  Peace  and  Commerce  with 
Great  Britain  ?  Or,  who  remembers  the  Confter- 
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muon  of  tins  Nation,  at  the  Defeat  of  the  Eri- 
ifib  oices  under  Braddock ,  by  the  and 

their  Inuan  Friends,  and  think  'flightlv  of  the 
7Wer  a3ndAru'n°us  Projects  of  France  in  North 
■f™enca  •  And>  though  the  French  have  been  at 
laft  driven  out  of  their  Encroachments,  and  out 
Of  Cape  B? eton  and  Canada ,  with  their  Depen¬ 
dencies,  by  the  Britifo  Fleets  and  Armies  ;  thofe 
Atchievments  were  not  effected  without  great 
Kiik,  and  vaft  Expence  both  of  Money  and  Lives, 
from  Britain.  The  national  Account  for  Sup¬ 
plies,  during  this  War,  amounts  to  many  Mil- 
‘°ns  Sterling,  for  the  North  American  Service 
I  he  Defeat  of  the  Britijh  Forces  at  Fort  Du 
^uejne  and  Ticondarago ,  and  the  Check  received 
under  General  Murray  at  Sillery,  are  Fads,  which 
prove  the  Difficulty  to  curb  their  Infolence  and 
Ambition,  and  to  chaftife  them  for  their  Per¬ 
fidy  and  Encroachments  ;  and  may  give  us  an 
Idea  of  their  comparative  Strength,  on  that  Con¬ 
tinent,  much  better  than  all  Calculations  and 
Computations,  made  on  Paper,  of  the  Number 

of  Men  under  ,  the  French  Yoke  in  North  Ame¬ 
rica. 

.  P  ^  true  the  French  are  conquered,  but  it  was 
fuch  a  Conquelf,  as  cover’d  Britain  with  Mourn¬ 
ing.  The  Tears  of  the  Fatherlefs  and  of  the 
Widow,  and  the  bleeding  Hearts  of  Parents  for 
the  Lois  of  their  Sons,  fuch  as  a  Howe  and  a 
IVolfe,  have  confirmed,  beyond  Contradiction, 

1  hat  North  America,  was  not  able  to  defend  itlelf 
again  IP  the  French  in  PofTeffiqn  of  Canada ;  and 
that  it  was  with  the  utmoft  Difficulty  and  Hazard 
the  whole  Force  by  Sea  and  Land,  which  Great 
Britain  was  able  to  (pare  for  that  Service,  has,  at 
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laft,  difarmM  and  reduced  them  to  the  Britijh 
Government. 

A  little  Speculation  might  alfo  difeover,  from 
whence  the  Strength  of  the  French  arofe  to  fuch  a 
Height  in  Canada. — This  is  aferibed  to  two  prin¬ 
cipal  Caufes. — The  continual  Attention,  which, 
from  the  firft  Eftablilhment  of  their  Settlements 
in  North  America ,  the  French  have  given  towards 
their  Profperity  *,  and  their  Diligence  to  fupplant 
the  Engliftj  in  the  good  Opinion  of  the  Natives . 

That  Attention  erefted  the  Fortifications  of 
Lcuijbcurg  and  Quebec,  in  the  Infant  State  of  thofe 
Colonies  *,  laid  a  Plan  to  cut  off  all  Communica¬ 
tion  between  the  Britijh  Plantations  and  the  In¬ 
dian  Traders  •,  enforced  that  Projedt  by  a  Chain 
of  Forts  from  the  Mouth  of  the  Mijfijippi ,  in  the 
Bay  of  Mexico ,  almoft  as  far  Northward  as  Hud- 
fori* s  Bay  ;  and  put  them  upon  Meafures  to  worm 
the  Englijh  out  of  the  immenfe  Profits  of  the  New¬ 
foundland  FiJJjery  ;  and  procured  the  Settlers,  on 
the  North  of  the  Bay  and  River  of  St.  Laurence , 
any  Privileges  and  Encouragements  they  required 
from  Old  France . 

By  this  Means  the  Canadians  and  Acadians  were 
always  prepared  not  only  for  Defence,  but  to 
feize  upon  all  Advantages,  which  might  offer, 
to  increafe  their  Territory,  to  enlarge  their  Pow¬ 
er  and  to  improve  their  Trade.  They  watched 
every  Opportunity  to  leffen  the  Interest  and  to 
abridge  the  Dominion  of  the  Britijh  Crown  a- 
mongft  the  Americans,  and  to  fow  Jealoufies, 
Difcontent  and  Difioyalty  amongft  the  Britijh 
Subjects  *,  employing  every  Engine  to  improve 
their  Poffeffions,  at  the  Expence  of  their  peace¬ 
able  Neighbours. 

F  2  Their 
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Their  Diligence  to  drive  the  Englijh  out  of 
their  Property  in  North  America  is  difcoverable  in 

many  Particulars.- - Their  Policy  encouraged 

and,  in  fome  Meafure,  obliged  the  Soldiers 'and5 
Labourers  of  all  the  inferior  Clafs  of  Europeans 
fettled  in  Canada  and  rlcadia  and  their  Depen¬ 
dencies,  to  intermarry  with  the  Native  Indians : 
r>y  which  Art  of  Government  the  Population  was 
forwarded  in  a  quick  Increafe,  without  drawing 
too  great  a  Number  from  their  Native  Country^ 
and  a  Way  was  open’d  effe&ually  to  gain  the 
Affedtions  of  the  Natives.  A  Method  'dictated 
by  the  Practice  of  the  wifeft  Nation  ;  but  not  yet 
adopted  by  Britijh  Colonifts  ;  tho’  nothing  fcarce 
could  contribute  fo  much  to  fecure  their°Settle- 
ments  fiom  tne  Incuriions,  Depredations  and  fre¬ 
quent  Barbarities  of  the  Savages  ;  and  to  gain 

tneir  Love  and  Affections,  as  to  incorporate  with 
them  by  Marriage. 

Their  Mifiionaries,  who  travel  by  Sea  and 
Land  to  make  Converts  to  the  Church  of  Rome , 
feared  no  i'ains  to  inftrudt  thole  Heathens  in  fuch 
LoftrineS  as,  at  once,  made  them  Profelytes  to 
their  own  Superftition,  and  Enemies  to  the  very 
Name  of  an  Englijhman.  Thefe  Priefts  were  not 
only  to  be  found  in  religious  Houles,  founded  in 
the  principal  Towns,  and  in  Parochial  Churches  ; 
but  difperled  amongft  thofe,  who  were  fcattered  in 
the  W  ilcls  of  that  valt  Continent,  without  a  Place 
of  hxt  abode  ;  always  endeavouring  by  their  fmall 
Prefen ts,  and,  by  becoming  all  7 'kings  to  all  Men , 
to  gain  their  Efteem  and  Affedtion  for  the  Kio» 
of  France  \  when  it  was -not  in  their  Power  to 
bring  about  an  Alteration  in  their  religious  Prin¬ 
ciples.  By  this  Means  the  Intereft  and  Strength 
of  France  have  increafed  on  that  Continent,  be- 
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yond  Imagination  ;  and  the  Intereft  and  Power 
of  the  Englijh  have  been  greatly  diminilhed.  Yet, 
neither  the  Love  of  their  Country,  nor  a  Defire 
to  convert  many  to  the  Purity  of  the  Gofpel,  has 
hitherto  influenced  either  our  Miniflry  to  forward 
the  Propagation  of  the  Gofpel  and  the  national  In¬ 
tereft,  by  encouraging  a  numerous  and  pious 
Million;  or  excited  fuch  Miffionaries,  as  have 
been  maintained,  at  particular  Settlements,  to 
purfue  a  laudable  Imitation  of  thole  in  the  A o- 
mijh  Million,  and  in  the  Intereft  of  the  French 
Nation. 

By  thus  incorporating  with  the  Natives,  and 
by  inftilling  their  religious  and  political  princi¬ 
ples  into  thofe  of  diftant  Provinces,  it  is  eafy  to 
collect  the  Reafon  why  the  French  Force  m  North 
America  was  found  to  be  fo  much  upon  an  Equa¬ 
lity  with  the  Engliflo ,  even  when  the  Colonies  were 
powerfully  fupported  by  the  Arms  of  their  Mo¬ 
ther  Country,  and  far  fuperior,  compared  with 
the  whole  Strength  of  the  Provincials  ;  notwith- 
ftanding  the  vait  Difproportion  between  the  Num¬ 
ber  of  the  People,  fubjedl  to  the  two  Crowns  on 
that  Continent,  which  the  Letter-Writer  makes 
ten  to  one:  a  Computation,  though  allowed  in  a 
comparative  Account  of  the  Europeans  and  their 
particular  Iftue  fettled  on  that  Continent,  far 
from  the  Truth;  when  we  include  the  Alliances, 
or  thofe  Numbers  of  the  Native  Indians  gained 
over  by  their  Priefts  and  Marriages  to  the  French 
Intereft,  which  enabled  them  to  contend  fo  long 
in  a  doubtful  War,  for  the  foie  Dominion  in 
North  America  ;  which  they  would  have  carried, 
with  much  Eafe,  had  they  been  permitted  to  mea- 
fure  the  Length  of  their  Swords  wkh  the  Britifh 
Provincials  only. 

2  However, 


[  3 

However,  continues  this  Writer,  it  is  hurtful 
and  dangerous '  to  the  Trade  and  Policy  of  Great 
Britain,  to  drive  the  French  out  of  Canada ;  and 
to  encourage  either  the  Increafe  of  Trade,  on 

the  Extent  of  Territory  in  our  North  American 
Colonies. 


The  Acquifition  of  Canada,  fays  he  *  would 
be  dedru&ive  to  Britain  ;  “  Becaufe  fuch  a  Coun¬ 
try  as  North  America,  ten  Times  larger  in  Ex- 
**  tent  than  Britain ,  richer  in  Soil,  in  mod 
Places ;  all  the  different  Climates  you  can 
"c  fancy  ;  all  the  Lakes  and  Rivers  for  Navio-a- 
tion  one  could  wifh;  Plenty  of  Wood  for 
“  Shipping;  and  as  much  Iron,  Hemp,  and 
“  Naval  Stores,  as  any  Part  of  the  World  ;  fuch 
a  Country  at  fuch  a  Diffance  could  never  re¬ 
main  long  fubjefl  to  Britain.  You  have  taught 
“  them  the  Art  of  War,  and  put  Arms  in  their 
Hands  f,  and  they  can  furnifh  themfelves 
“  with  every  Thing  in  a  few  Years,  without  the 
“  Aflidance  of  Britain.  They  are  always  grum- 
“  Sling  and  complaining  againd  Britain,  even 
“  while  they  have  the  French  to  dread:  What 
“  may  they  not  be  fuppofed  to  do,  if  the  French 
“  he  no  longer  a  Check  upon  ’em  ?  you  muft  keep 
r,‘  a  numerous  Handing  Army  to  overawe  them  : 
“  Thefe  Troops  will  foon  get  Wives  and  Pof- 
“  feffions,  and  become  Americans. — Thus,  from 
“  thefe  Meafures,  you  lay  the  lured  Foundation 
“  of  unpeopling  §  Britain ,  and  of  drengthening 
“  America  to  revolt.” 

“  As  America,  continues  this  Author  ||,  increales 
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4-i  in  People,  fo  fhe  muft  increafe  in  Arts  and 
“  Sciences,  in  Manufactures  and  Trade  *,  while 
“  fhe  has  the  fame  Laws,  Liberties  and  Genius, 

“  we  have  at  Home :  The  more  flie  increafes  in 
“  thele,  the  lefs  (lie  muit  want  from  Britain : 

“  The  more  fhe  rifes  above  a  certain  Pitch,  her 
Utility  and  Advantage  to  Britain  muft  propor- 

fcC  tionably  decreafe.33- - And  +  fhe  will  rival 

you  in  the  JVeJl  Indies .  America  will  furnifh 
u  thole  Iflands  with  every  Thing  that  now  comes 
<c  from  England ,  and  can  do  it  cheaper  :  So  that* 
the  Trade  and  Grandeur  of  Great  Britain  foon 
“  comes  to  an  End  J,  when  Aynerica  and  the 
“  JVeJt  Indies  are  no  longer  of  any  ufe  to  her.33 

“  Is  it  poftible  to  imagine  that  fo  extenfive 
tc  and  fo  fertile  a  Country  as  North  America , 
u  which  we  now  would  grafp  at,  can  long  re- 
Cw  main  dependant  upon,  and  fubject  to  Great 
Britain  §  ?  If  it  does  not  become  our  Mafter, 
it  muft  icon,  very  foon,  ftand  our  powerful 
Rival  in  all  the  Branches  of  our  Trade  [|.  The 
<c  dangerous  Practices  of  the  North  Americans  a- 
gainft  Great  Britain  are  too  well  known  al-  * 
“  ready  ^[.  And  Canada ,  join'd  to  what  we 
<c  have  in  America ,  will  prove  our  Deftruftion  **. 
e<  Therefore,  nothing  can  fecure  Great  Britain  fo 
much  again  ft  the  Revolting  of  North  s. Inierica , 

<c  as  the  French  keeping  fome  Footing  there,  to 
be  a  Check  upon  them.  And,  if  we  acquire 
all  Canada ,  we  Ihould  foon  find  North  America 

“  itfelf 

*  See  Page  29.  f  Page  29  and  30. 

t  America ,  as  fhe  rifes  to  Maturity,  may  endanger  cur 
Trade  and  Liberty  both,  Page  75. 

$  Page  30,  57,  58.  ||  Page  32, 

Page  53.  **  Page  60. 
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c<  itfelf  too  powerful ,  and  too  populous  to 
“  be  long  govern’d  at  fuch  Diftance  *  ;  and 
“  the  Wealth  and  Naval  Strength  of  France 
“  doubled,  fhould  Canada  remain  in  the  Poffef- 
tc  lion  of  Great  Britain  •,  for,  then  it  would  be- 
cc  come  more  inftrumental  and  productive  of 
tc  the  Grandeur,  Shipping  and  Wealth  of  France y 
than  it  could  poffibly  have  been,  while  in  the 
“  Poffefliqn  of  the  French  themfelves  ft. 

Let  us  examine  thefe  peremptory  Affertions 
with  Candour,  and  with  due  Attention  to  the 
real  Intereft  of  our  Country.  He  threatens  our 
lfland  with  Depopulation ,  Lofs  of  Trade ^  and  with 
Rebellion  and  Lofs  of  our  Liberty ,  from  the  Increafe 
of  Territory  in  North  America . 

To  rivet  the  Fears  of  Depopulation ,  he  exhaufts 
his  fmall  Fund  of  Hijlory ,  which  only  ferves  to 
expole  his  Ignorance,  and  to  convince  us,  that 
he  is  ready  to  advance  any  Thing  in  Favour  of 

his  factious  Arguments. - He  calls  in  Greece , 

Romey  and  Spain ,  by  Way  of  Proof,  That  Colo¬ 
nizing  is  no  defi table  Scheme.  Fie  pretends  that 
there  are  but  few  Precedents  to  be  found  of  Co¬ 
lonizing  amongft  the  Grecians  and  Romans ,  and 
that  thofe  were  [mail  on  the  Coaft  of  Afia,  and 
left  by  them  a  fhameful  Prey  to  the  Perfians  \  and 
that  Spain ,  in  modern  Times,  grafped  at  Con¬ 
quers  in  a  foreign  Country  in  the  New  World, 
fo  far  above  the  Extent  and  Ability  oi  the  Mo¬ 
ther  Country,  that  lhe  dfpeopled  herlelf,  and  gra¬ 
dually  declined  from  being  the  Dread  of  Eu¬ 
rope ,  and  the  fir  ft  Naval  Power,  to  the  State  1  he 
is  now  in  §. 

The  Colonies  of  Greece  were  many,  extenfive 

and 
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and  powerful,  and  many  of  them  far  diftant  from 
their  Mother  Country.  What  was  Gallo-Grecia^  the 
Grecian  Colonies  in  Italy  y  Sicily  and  Africa?  what 
were  the  Athenian  Colonies,  which  Demojihenes , 
with  all  his  Eloquence  and  Intereft  reprelented  in 
the  moft  advantageous  Lights,  and  recommended 
to  the  Protection  of  their  Mother  Country  againft 
the  Arms  of  Philip  the  Macedonian :  who  made 
fure  of  the  Conqueft  of  Athens  and  all  Greece 9 
could  he  deprive  them  of  the  Succours  and  Af- 
fiftance  of  their  Colonies.  What  raifed  the  Power 
of  Carthage  fo  high  as  to  contend  with  Rome  for 
univerfal  Empire  *,  but  the  Supplies  fhe  received 
from  her  large  and  powerful  Colonies  in  Spain , 
and  on  the  Coafts  of  Africa  and  Italy  ;  and  when 
this  Petty  Republic  loft  her  Colonies,  Are  loft 
her  Power  alio. 

The  many,  diftant  and  expenfive  Colonies  un¬ 
der  the  Dominion  of  the  Roman  Republic  and 
Empire,  are  fo  well  known  to  every  School-Boy, 
that  reads  Livy ,  Cefar’s  Commentaries ,  and  LacituSy 
that  I  can’t  believe  the  Advocate  for  Guadaloupe 
to  be  ferious  in  his  Declaration,  that  they  were 
few  and  fmall.  The  Romans  extended  their  Power 
over  all  the  known  World  :  and  fo  long  as  the 
governing  Party  of  that  vaft  Empire  remain’d 
honeft  to  their  Country,  their  Colonies  never 
thought  of  revolting. 

His  Mifreprefentation  of  Spain  is  no  lefs  noto¬ 
rious,  heaiken  to  Don  Geronymo  de  Uztaris  % 
44  On  this  Occafion  I  have  thought  proper  to  fhew, 
44  that  poor  and  depopulate,  as  lome  Provinces 

G  “  of 

*  *  *  *  ■'  ’  4 

*  Knight  of  St.  jfago.  Member  of  the  King  of  Spain's 
Privy  Council  and  Chambers  of  the  Indies ,  Vol.  1.  p.  44,  &c. 
of  his  Tbsory  and  Practice  of  Commerce  and  Mari  time  Affairs. 
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of  Spain  are  found  to  be,  the  ‘Thing  is  not 
“  owing  fo  much  to  thofe ,  that  have  gone  over 
“  to  the  Indies,  as  to  other  Caufes.  Cantabria , 
“  Navarra,  JJluria,  the  Mountains  of  Burgos 
“  and  Galicia,  are  the  Provinces  from  whence  moft 
“  Spaniards  pais  to  thofe  Parts. — And  yet  thefe 
“  Provinces  continue  to  be  the  beft  peopled  in 
“  Spain. 

“  From  the  Province  of  Toledo,  la  Mancha , 
Guadalaxara,  Cuenca,  Loria,  Segovia,  Valladolid, 
“  Salamanca,  and  others  of  Cajlile,  few  go  to  the 
“  Indies  -,  yet  thefe  are  the  leaft  populous  Parts  of 
“  Spain.  So  that  we  muft  look  out  for  fome 
“  other  Caufe  •,  and  I  difeover  none  but  the  Po- 
“  verty,  that  proceeds  from  the  Ruin  of  Trade 
“  and  Manufactures ;  and  heavy  Taxes  collected 
“  with  Extortion  and  Abufe  *.  From  thefe  en- 
“  fue  the  DeftruCtion  of  fome,  and  the  extreme 
“.Poverty  of  others;  which,  as  it  takes  away. 
“  all  Difpofition  for  a  married  State,  difpirits  the 
“  Induftrious,  and  difables  many  from  bringing 
“  up  their  Children,  and  many  married  that  are 
“  grown  up  from  maintaining  themfelves  by  their 
“  Labour,  and  haflens  the  Death  of  many  in  the 
“  Prime  of  Life,  by  an  Excels  of  Fatigue  and. 
“  a  Want  of  the  Recruits  of  Life,  prevents  a 
“  Kingdom  from  being  populous.” 

Another  Argument  that  the  Depopulation  of 

■  r  .  Spain 

*  The  Poverty  of  Spain  is  alfo  greatly  increafed  by  the  En¬ 
croachments  of  the  Clirgy  and  Religious ,  who  under  various 
Pretences  of  promoting  the  Happinels  of  a  rich  Penitent,  fre¬ 
quently  lop  off  Part  of  an  Inheritance,  and  have  thereby  re¬ 
duced  many  Families  to  Beggary.  An  Obfervation  of  which 
this  learned  Spaniard  was  not  ignorant;  but  could  not  be  ex¬ 
emplified  under  the  Circumilances,  to  which  every  Author  is 
obliged  to  iubmit,  where  the  Inqutfetion  is  eitabliihed. 


/ 


t  43  1 

Spain  is  not  owing  to  the  Diicovery  or  Pofleffion 
of  the  Indies,  as  home  believe;  is,  that  France, 
England  and  Holland  have  feveral  Provinces  and 
Colonies  in  the  Eajt  and  C/eft  Indies ,  without 
“  reducing  the  Number  of  their  People  in  Eu- 
“  rope.  Prom  thefe  Confiderations  it  is  inferred, 
“  that  the  Indies  are  not  the  Thing  that  enervates 
“  and  diipeopies  Spain ;  but  the  Commodities, 
“  by  which  Foreigners  have  drain’d  us  of  Mo- 
*'■  ney,  and  deftroyed  our  Manufa<5tures,  at  the 
“  fame  time  that  our  heavy  Taxes  continue.” 
And  this  may  ferve  for  a  full  Anfwer  to  the  Let¬ 
ter- Writer’s  hiftorical  Account  of  Depopulation  by 
the  Settlement  of  Colonies.  Tho’  there  is  an¬ 
other  obvious  Reafon  for  the  Depopulation  or,  at 
leaft,  for  the  fmall  Increafe  of  Men  and  of  the 
Fruits  of  Induftry  in  Spain:  which  is  the  Impo¬ 
litic  Doftrine  of  Celibacy,  and  the  Multitude  of 
Holidays,  in  which  their  Church  enjoins  them  to 
reft  from  Labour.  This  Difcouragement  of  Ma¬ 
trimony  and  National  Induftry,  multiplies  Jazv 
Prieils  and  Religious  of  both  Sexes,  and  covers 
the  Country  with  Poverty  and  Beggary. 

Natural  Hiftory  furnifhes  another  Argument 
againft  this  Author’s  Reafoning.  1  hey  who  have 
ftudied  Nature,  have  always  determin’d  bv  their 
Obfervations,  That  all  Southern  Colonies  weaken 
and  depopulate  their  Mother  Country.  Arijloik 
and  Hippocrates  affirm,  that  Moijl  and  Heat  are  tie 
Caufes  of  Putrefaction:  and  confequently,  thofe 
Climates,  where  Moift  and  Heat  prevail,  as  in 
the  Sugar-Ifands  and  Louisiana ,  may  deftroy  a 
great  many  Settlers.  But  our  Northern  Colonies 
aie  healthful,  and  the  Settlers  therein  increafe  • 
of  which  we  need  look  no  farther  for  a  Proof 
than  the  Accounts  tranfmitted  to  the  Board  of 

G  2  Trade 
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'Trad*  and  Plantations  concerning  the  Caufe  of  the 
Weaknefs  of  the  Sugar  Colonies,  and  of  the  great 
Difproportion  the  Inhabitants  of  South  Carolina, 
bears  to  the  reft  of  the  North  American  Colonies. 
The  fame  is  confirm’d  by  the  Weaknefs  of  the 
French  SugarTflands  *,  the  moft  confiderable  of 
which,  in  this  Author’s  Opinion,  was  not  able  to 
refill  two  Regiments  of  Britijh  Forces. 

From  hence  it  is  a  fair  Conclufion,  that  how¬ 
ever  ruinous  it  is  to  eftablifh  Colonies  in  the 
Southern  Climates  *  it  is  no  ways  depopulating  the 
Mother  Country  to  eftablifh  Colonies  in  the  North : 
and  that  Canada  is  a  cold  and  wholefome  Country, 
but  the  Sugar-  JJlands  and  LouiJJiana  being  hot  and 
moift,  are  Colonies  that  can’t  be  maintain’d  with¬ 
out  diminifhing  the  Numbers  of  People  in  their 
Mother  Country. 

His  commercial  Genius  is  equally  defective.  If 
his  Reafoning  on  this  Subject  be  juft,  it  proves 
too  much.  It  holds  good,  not  only  againft  an 
Increafe  of  Territory  *,  but  againft  all  Colonies 
upon  the  Continent  of  North  America.  For,  he 
does  not  allow,  that  there  can  be  any  Acquifition 
of  Trade,  except  in  Furs  and  Naval  Stores ,  by 
the  taking  of  Canada  ;  and  yet  infills  upon  the 
Ruin  of  the  Staple  Trades  in  Britain ,  by  the  Im¬ 
provements,  likely  to  be  made,  in  all  Sorts  of 
Manufactures,  Arts  and  Sciences  in  our  North 
Americayi  Colonies  •,  which  amounts  to  an  entire 
Profcription  of  that  Country,  in  whofe  Delence 
Great  Britain  commenced  and  carries  on  the  pre¬ 
sent  War. 

Yes,  he  allows  that  the  American  Colonies  may 
carry  their  Trade  to  a  certain  Pitch ,  and  be  of 
jjfe  and  Benefit  to  their  Mother  Country.  Should 

not  this  prefumptive  Writer  give  us  a  Gauge* 

where-; 
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thereby  to  afeertain  that  Pitch ,  or  Height ,  above 
which  it  would  be  dangerous  for  the  Mother 
Country  to  permit  her  Colonies  to  become  her 
Rivals  in  Trade  ?  Will  he  pretend,  that  they  have 
already  attained  that  Pitch?  Will  he  deny  their 
■frefent  Utility  and  Advantage  to  Great  Britain  ?  If 
neither  of  thefe  are  attainable,  there  can  be  no 
Fear  that  this  numerous  People  can  become  lefs 
ufeful  and  beneficial  to  their  Mother  Country ; 
or  can  be  railed  to  fuch  a  Pitch  of  Trade,  by  the 
:  Addition  of  Territory  in  proportion  to  their  In- 
creafe  in  Number  of  Souls,  as  to  rival,  or  in 
any  wife  to  injure  the  Trade  of  Great  Britain . — It 
is  not  the  Increale  of  the  People ;  where  there  is 
a  proportionable  Increafe  of  Territory  :  but  the 
Increafe,  of  Mouths,  where  they  have  not  Land 
to  employ  them  in  the  Cultivation  of  the  Necef- 
faries  of  Life,  which  puts  them  upon  Invention, 
and  obliges  them  to  turn  their  Thoughts  and 
their  Hands  to  Manufactures.  Therefore  it  is 
fe lf-evident,  that  an  Increafe  of  Territory  in  North 
America  is  the  heft  Means  to  keep  our  Colonies  in 
a  State  of  Utility  and  Advantage  to  Great  Britain . 
For,  if  their  Lands  be  immenfe ;  there  can  be 
no  Danger  of  the  People’s  ever  becoming  fo  nu¬ 
merous,  as  to  want  Employment  in  that  advan¬ 
tageous  and  ufeful  Way,  in  which  they  now  flou- 
rifh,  to  the  Honour  and  Intereft  of  their  Mother 
Country. 

As  to  the  Trade  carried  on  between  the  North 
American  Plantations  and  our  IJland  Colonies  ;  it  is 
of  that  Nature,  as,  in  no  wife  to  effeCt  the  Com¬ 
merce  of  Great  Britain .  The  Lumber  exported 
from  North  America  to  the  Iflands  are  fuch  Things, 
without  which  the  ijlanders  can’t  carry  on  their 
Manufactures,  and  can’t  be  fupply’d  with  them 

from ' 
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from  their  Mother  Country.  In  return  the  Ira 
porters  are  paid  in  Money,  or  in  the  Manufactures 
and  Produce  of  the  Ifiar.ds,  which  has  not  been 
known  to  enhance  the  Price  of  Rum,  Sugar ,  Cof¬ 
fee-,  Piemento ,  or  any  other  Commodity  brought 
from  the  Klands  to  Britain  ;  or  in  any  wife  to  ef¬ 
fect  her  Trade. 

The  particular  Inftances  of  Wood  for  Shipping. , 
of  Iron ,  of  Hemp,  and  of  Naval  Stores :  the  more 
North  America ,  under  the  Britijh  Government, 
ihall  improve  thefe  valuable  Branches,  the  greater 
will  be  the  Blefling  to  its  Mother  Country.  The 
Decay  of  Oak  in  Old  England ,  which  is  but  too 
vilibie  in  the  total  Extirpation  of  her  largeft  Plan¬ 
tations  of  that  Naval  Timber :  The  Impoffibiiity 
of  procuring  Mfljts  fit  for  our  Ships  of  War  with¬ 
out  the  Afiiftance  of  the  Wood  in  North  America: 
The  Hazard  and  Diftrefs  to  which  Britain  might 
be  reduced  for  Iron ,  Hemp,  Pitch  and  Par  by  an 
Embargo  upon  thofeCommodities  in  Sweden,  Ruff 
fta,  &c.  without  which  the  Naval  Power  of  Great 
Britain  could  not  put  to  Sea  ;  1  fay,  all  thefe  Jn- 
tereffing  Confiderations  ought  to  prevail,  as  they 
do,  with  this  Nation,  not  to  be  jealous  of  the 
American  Trade  ;  but  to  encourage  the  Growth  of 
Wood  for  Shipping,  and  the  Produce  and  Manu¬ 
facture  of  all  Sorts  ol  Naval  Stores,  as  the  rnoft 
certain  Way  to  have  a  contlant  Supply  for  our 
Navy,  and  as  the  greateft  Benefit  to  the  Nation 
in  general  ■,  becaufe  it  would  make  thofe  immenfe 
Sums  of  Ready  Money,  paid  by  our  Merchants 
to  the  Swedes,  Ruffians *  &c.  to  circulate  in  our 
own  Colonies,  and  to  become  the  Purchafe  of  our 
Woolen,  Silk  and  Linnen  Manufactures. 

There  is  one  Thing  more  I  fiiall  juft  mention* 
before  we  rafs  from  this  Article  of  Trade.  It  i$ 

con- 

& 


1  47  1 

concerning  the  Price  of  Labour  *,  where  this  is  high, 
there  can  be  no  Expectation  of  eftablifhing  Ma¬ 
nufactures,  to  vie  with  the  Staple  Commerce  of 
Great  Britain.  But,  fuch  is  the  want  of  Hands 
in  North  America ,  that  a  white  Man  won’t  work 
under  Two  and  Six-pence  to  Four  Shillings  a 
Day  Wages,  in  the  molt  ordinary  Bufinefs,  and 
in  Proportion  for  better  Work,  which  will  never 
be  able  to  fend  Goods  to  Market  at  a  cheaper 
Rate,  than  they  are  fupplied  with  from  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  and  Ireland ■ 

But  the  greateft  Bug-bear  ilill  remains  behind. 

Canada,  lays  he,  join’d  to  the  Britijh  Empire, 
“  in  North  America ,  will  prove  our  DeftruCtion  : 
“  the  French,  by  keeping  fome  Footing  there, 
“  can  be  the  only  Check  againft  our  Colonies 
M  calling  off  the  Yoke  of  their  Mother  Country : 
“  and  fhould  Britain  drive  the  French  off  that 
“  Continent,  the  Wealth  and  Naval  Strength 
“  of  France'  would  be  doubled,  and  the  Liberty 

**  of  Great  Britain  would  be  endanger’d  and 
•«  loft.” 

With  what  View  can  fuch  Paradoxes  be  openly 
and  with  Affurance  publifh’d  ?  The  original  Dii- 
pute  between  Britain  and  France  was  about  Pro- 
te biion  and  Commerce :  that  our  North  American  Co¬ 
lonies  might  extend  their  Plantations,  without 
Moleftation  or  ObftruCtion  from  the  Encroach¬ 
ments  of  the  French,  and  enjoy  the  Trade  and 
Navigation,  agreeable  to  Treaties  fubfifting  be¬ 
tween  Gnat  Britain  and  all  Nations.  But  neither 
of-thele  Points  were  attainable  without  driving 
the  French  out  of  Canada. 

By  the  Way  and  Aid  of  Canada,  the  French 
had  fchemed  the-  Ruin  of-  the  Bmtijh  Trade  -and 
Power  on  that  Continent-,,  built  thole  Forts, which 
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were  deltitfd  to  complete  that  ruinous  Scheme* 
and  were  defended  fo  long  and  doubtfully  againft 
the  Arms  of  Great  Britain:  And  had  found  Means 
to  gain  over  to  their  Intereft  the  moft  Part  of  the 
Native  Indians *  to  join  with  them  in  the  total 
Extirpation  of  the  EngHJh  from  North  America. 

Thus  we  difcover*  That*  fo  long  as  Canada 
lhould  continue  in  the  Pofleffion  of  the  French , 
there  could  be  no  Security  to  our  Colonies  :  their 
Back  Settlements  would  have  been  ever  expoied 
to  all  thofe  Encroachments,  Ravages,  Barbarities 
and  Ruin,  which  they  heretofore  experienced  un¬ 
der  the  Faith  of  Treaties  from  the  perfidious 
French.  Their  Security  confifts  only  in  our  Pof- 
feflion  and  keeping  of  Canada :  No  Barrier  can 
poffibly  be  equivalent  to  this  Security.  To  place 
it  in  Forts,  to  be  eredled  and  garrifon’d  400 
Miles  and  upwards  from  the  cultivated  Lands 
already  fettled,  is  a  very  precarious,  and  at  beft 
a  moil  expenfive  Barrier.  France *  by  her  Mo¬ 
tions  and  Preparations,  might  keep  us  always 
under  a  Neceflity  to  lie  upon  our  Arms,  in  a  per-' 
petual  State  of  Jealoufy  and  Expepce,  at  thofe 
Forts ;  or  they  from  Canada  might  foon  make 
themfelves  Mailers  of  fuch  a  Barrier,  if  negle£led. 
It  is  an  eafy  Matter  for  any  Power  or  State  to 
find  an  Opportunity  to  countenance  Hoftilities, 
when  War  becomes  their  Intereft,  or  Ambition 
ftirs  them  up  to  Arms.  And  there  can  be  very 
little  Flopes  that  France  remaining  in  Poireftion 
of  Canada ,  and  rifquing  the  Event  ol  the  preient 
War,  rather  than  amicably  to  fettle  the  Bounda¬ 
ries  on  the  Ohio,  according  to  the  Covenant  o.t 
the  Treaty  at  Aix  la  Chapelle ,  would  fit  down  con¬ 
tented  with  any  Boundary,  that  lhould  deprive 
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her  of  tliofe  fruitful  Plains,  and  other  Advantages 

propofed  from  that  Scheme, 

Therefore,  if  our  Plantations  and  Right  to  the 
Sovereignty  of  North  Jlmerica  be  woith  i  o- 
tedlion  :  if  their  Trade  be  of  any  Utility  and  Ad¬ 
vantage  to  Britain ;  there  can  berno  Way  to  pio- 
tedl  them,  nor  to  fecure  our  Commerce  with 
that  vail  Continent,  but  by  keeping  Poffeffion 
of  Canada ,  which  Providence  has  put  into  our 

Hands. 

How  badly  then  does  it  fuit  a  BritiJIj  I  en  to 
feek  for  Safety  to  the  Power,  Dominion,  and 
Commerce  of  Great  Britain ,  in  the  Arms  of  her 
natural  Knemy  ?  How  fcandalous  and  unjt:  to 
ftigmatize  our  Brethren  in  North  America  with 
Difcontent,  Difloyaltv,  and  Reoellion,  who  have 
never  given  the  leaft  Realon  tor  Inch  Imputa¬ 
tions  ?  °Is  it  not  feen,  that  wherever  the  French 
get  footing,  they  encroach  upon  their  Neigh¬ 
bours  ?  They  intermeddle  with  their  Laws,  Reli¬ 
gion  and  Government.  They  flir  up  unheard  cf 
Claims,  and  unnatural  Practices  againft:  their 
Governors.  Their  frequent  Attempts  upon  Sa¬ 
voy  and  Piedmont  •,  upon  Geneva ,  and  the  Can¬ 
ton  of  Berne ,  oblige  thole  States  to  be  continually 
arm’d  in  their  own  Detence  againft  a  Nation,  who 
pretends  to  be  at  Peace  with  them.  Spain  and 
Germany  have  often  Differed  Lofs  by  placing  too 
much  Security  in  French  Faith.  The  Invafion  ot 
Holland  fhould  deter  any  of  her  Neighbours,  in 
all  Parts  of  the  World,  from  placing  too  much 
Confidence  in  Barriers,  only  created  by  Trea¬ 
ties  :  And  the  feveral  caufelels  Invafions  and 
Rebellions  made  and  fomented  in  thefe  Kingdoms 
by  the  French ,  fhould  convince  us,  that  no  Faith 
of  Treaties,  nor  any  Security,  that  does  not  de¬ 
ll  prive* 
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prive  them  of  Power  to  renew  Hostilities,  cart 
deliver  us  from  her  Encroachments  and  ruinous 
Practices  upon  the  Continent  of  North  America i 
It  never  can  be  the  Intereft  of  France  to  keep  the 
Subjects  of  the  Britijh  Empire  in  America  in  their 
Allegiance.  It  is  a  wonderful  Adt  of  Providence 
that  they  had  hitherto  not  attempted  to  ftir  them 
up  to  Rebellion,  and  endeavour’d  by  transport¬ 
ing  the  Pretender  to  that  Continent,  to  furprife 
the  Coloniits  into  a  Humour  to  follow  his  Pre- 
tenfions. 

What  may  be  in  the  Womb  of  Providence,  it 
is  not  in  the  Power  of  Man  to  dilcover.  The 
rife  of  great  Empires  from  very  infignificant  Be¬ 
ginnings,  and  their  Growth  by  very  trifling  and 
unforefeen  Circumftances ;  and  alfo  the  Decay 
and  Ruin  not  only  of  their  Government,  Power 
and  Conftitution ;  but  of  their  Trade,  Manu- 
fadtures,  and  of  their  very  Cities,  are  Fadts, which 
Serve  to  convince  us,  That  there  is  no  Stability 
upon  the  Earth  :  That  no  People  can  arrive  at  fo 
high  a  Pitch  of  Riches  and  Power,  as  to  be  above 
the  Reach  of  Providence,  and  not  fubjedt  to  De¬ 
cay  :  nor  any  Nation  fo  defpicable,  as  not  to  pro¬ 
fit  and  increafe  in  Strength  and  Wealth  by  their 
Trade  and  good  Laws. — That  Corruption,  Lux¬ 
ury  and  a  general  Decay  of  Religion,  Piety,  In- 
duftry,  and  Love  for  our  Country  may  in  Time, 
weaken  the  Strength,  and  reduce  Great  Britain  to 
a  State  of  Slavery  ;  and  that  there  may  hereafter 
rife  up  a  vail  Empire  of  our  Brethren  in  North 
America ,  with  Power  to  give  Laws  to  all  the 
World,  are  Events  that  I  won’t  pretend  to  affirm 
or  deny.  But,  becaufe  this  is  poffible,  therefore 
it  muff  come  to  pals,  is  a  bad  Argument.  On 
the  contrary  we  have  all  the  Pieafon  in  the  World 
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to  believe,  That  our  Brethren  in  North  America 
will  never  revolt  from  their  Mother  Country,  and 
that  their  Increafe  of  Power  and  Strength  is  likely 
to  turn  out  the  bell:  Aid  to  Britain  againft  both 
her  foreign  and  domeftic  Foes. 

View  thofe  Colonies  in  every  Shape-,  and  no¬ 
thing  will  be  found  to  lead  us  to  Inch  an  inju¬ 
rious  Reflexion  upon  their  Gratitude  and  Loyalty. 
No  People  ever  attempted  an  Independency  with¬ 
out  fome  apparent  Complaint  ot  their  Governors  ; 
or  to  better  their  Condition.  — Liberty,  Reli¬ 
gion,  Commerce  and  Protection,  if  they  thrive 

and  are  afcertained  i  there  can  be  no  Fear  ot 

\  ' 

Revolt. 

North  America,  under  the  Britijh  Dominion,  en¬ 
joys  every  Blefling  of  a  free  People.  Here  our 
“  Letter-Writer  confefies,  “  That  Liberty  blof- 
“  foms  and  flourifhes  with  more  natural  and  bril  - 
“  liant  Luftre,  than  ever  it  did  in  any  new- 
“  eftablifh'd  Colonies,  that  we  read  of  fince  the 
“  Creation  of  the  World*.”  Under  whole  Fa¬ 
vour  and  Protection  ?  not  of  France ,  fituate  on 
their  Backs,  and  watching  an  Opportunity  to  ex¬ 
tirpate  the  Name  of  Britain  from  that  Continent ; 
but  of  Great  Britain  governing  them  by  whole- 
fome  and  equitable  Laws,  protecting  them  from 
all  Invaders  of  their  Liberty  and  Property,  and 
admitting  them  to  the  Enjoyment  of  the  Rights 
and  Privileges  of  their  Mother  Country. 

Can  it  be  poffible  to  form  the  lealt  Idea  of  g. 
Revolt  amongft  a  People  in  thele  happy  Circumr 
fiances,  and  where  a  Revolt  would  precipitate 
them  into  fuch  a  Situation,  as  would  deprive  them 
not  only  of  the  Advantages  reaped  in  their  Civil 

li  2  Ca- 
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Capacity,  from  the  Britijh  Conftitution ;  but  of 
Protection  and  Commerce  with  foreign  Nations  : 
without  which,  tho’  they  might  exift  by  their 
own  Labour  and  Produce,  their  Increafe  in  Num- 
bers'would  only  ferve  to  increafe  their  Poverty  ? 

Should  Britain  withdraw  her  Protection,  her 
Coafts  of  500  Leagues  extent,  would  become  an 
eafy  Prey  to  her  Lnemies.  Should  they  rebel, 
to  what  Market  could  the  Colonilts  carry  their 
Produce  and  Manufactures  ?  Britain  would  foon 
cut  off  their  Trade  to  foreign  Maikets,  and  de- 
ftroy  their  Navigation.  And  without  Trade  they 
would  make  a  very  wretched  Figure  in  a  revolted 
State.  No  Country  bordering  on  the  Sea  can  have 
Refources  within  itfelf  fufficient  to  maintain  its 
Independence  againfl  a  Power,  which  commands 
the  Ocean.  Much  lefs  is  it  poffible  that  a  Coun¬ 
try,  as  North  America  at  prefent  is,  divided  into 
many  feparate  Governments,  whofe  Intereft,  Re¬ 
ligion,  Provincial  Laws,  and  the  very  Nature  of 
their  Climates,  and  Diibofition  of  the  People,  are 
different  and  almoft  incompatible,  fhall  ever  think 
of  changing  their  flourilhing  State  and  Liberty 
for  a  Sovereignty,  which  can’t  be  eftablifh’d  with¬ 
out  depriving  lome  of  them  of  their  Charter'd 
Rights ,  and  laying  them  under  certain  Reftrictions 
and  Inconveniencies,  which  teller  States  are  al¬ 
ways  obliged  to  fubmit  unto,  when  they  impo- 
iiucly  give  up  their  Intereft  to  the  Will  of  a 
greater  Power. 

So  that  whether  the  American  Colonies  are 
fway’d  by  the  Love  of  Liberty ,  or  by  any  Motive 
which  contributes  to  make  them  a  rich  and  flou- 
rifhing  People,  and  to  protefi  them  in  their  Re¬ 
ligion,  Rights,  Privileges,  Commerce  and  Na¬ 
vigation,  they  ought  not  to  be  fufpe&ed  of  ap¬ 
proach- 
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proaching  towards  a  Revolution,  which  would 
bring  manifeft  Ruin  upon  themfelves.  For,  ad¬ 
mit  that  each  Province  might  continue  its  own 
Laws,  and  purfue  its  own  private  Intereft  :  Such 
an  Agreement  would  leave  the  weaker  Provinces 
expofed  to  the  Caprice,  Ambition  and  Power  of 
the  ftronger,  when  there  was  no  Help  to  be  ex¬ 
pected  from  Britain.  Of  which  the  Petty  States 
in  Italy  and  Germany ,  which  gradually  become  a 
Prey  to  their  powerful  and  ambitious  Neighbours, 
furnifh  many  Examples. 

On  the  other  Side,  it  is  the  Intereft  of  Britain 
to  proteft  her  American  Colonies :  To  cover  them 
from  foreign  Invafion  :  and  to  defend  them  from 
all  inteftine  Commotions.  The  moft  effectual 
Way  to  the  Conqueft  of  a  Country,  which  is  be¬ 
nefited  by  its  Colonies,  has  always,  been  to  dil- 
member  them.  When  any  State  has  tamely 
look’d  on,  till  its  Colonies  were  conquer’d  by 
the  Enemy,  it  could  feldom  relift  the  Con¬ 
queror. 

Should  the  Colonies  enter  into  a  Confpiracy 
againft  their  Sovereign,  or  prefume  to  aCt  con¬ 
trary  to  the  true  Intent  of  the  Law ;  or  fhould 
they  purfue  Meafures  to  put  their  Colonies  into  a 
State  of  Offence,  to  fabricate  Weapons  of  De- 
ftruCtion  •,  to  erect  Magazines  of  Naval  and  Mi¬ 
litary  Stores  ;  to  feek  for  unnatural  Alliances;  to 
build  Ships  of  War  ;  or  to  eftablifh  Manufactures 
and  Trade  injurious  to  the  Manufactures  and 
Commerce  of  their  Mother  Country  ;  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  might  eafily,  and  ought  to  interpofe  with  her 
Power  and  Authority.  The  Civil  Power  faith¬ 
fully  executed,  would  be  fufficient  to  difarm  the 
Licentious,  and  all  fuch  as  were  given  to  Change  : 
And  Penal  Laws  applied  to  various  Circumftances, 

would 
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would  effectually  redrain  the  Trade  and  Manu¬ 
factures  of  the  Colonies  to  fuch  a  Degree,  as  to 
make  them  fubfervient,  ufeful  and  advantageous 
to  their  Mother  Country. 

Let  me  add,  That  the  Letter-Writer  is  very 
unhappy  in  the  Choice  of  his  Medium  for  this 
Argument  of  the  American  Revolt.  He  fixes  it 
upon  an  Increafe  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  of  Trade 
and  Manufactures ;  of  Plenty  and  Liberty.  From 
which  Bleflings  we  are  to  hope  for  much  better 
Things.  For,  hitherto  all  the  Revolts  in  the 
World  proceeded  from  quite  contrary  Caufes. 
Idlenefs,  Ignorance,  Poverty  and  Arbitrary  Power 
are  the  Caufes  of  Riots,  Commotions,  Infur- 
reCtions,  Rebellions  and  Revolts.  No  Collective 
Body  of  People  could  be  prevail’d  upon  to  rifque 
their  Lives  without  hopes  of  mending  their  Con¬ 
dition.  Employment  keeps  the  giddy  Multitude 
in  Order  ;  they  find  no  Time  for  plotting  •,  and 
feel  no  Want.  Property  keeps  the  Rich  in  Awe, 
who  are  always  injured  by  Civil  Commotions. 
Therefore  the  richer,  the  politer,  and  the  more 
induftrious  our  Brethren  grow  in  North  America , 
they  may  be  expeCted  to  entertain  more  exalted 
Notions  of  Gratitude  and  Loyalty  to  their  King 
and  Mother  Country,  and  not  only  obey  the 
Laws  enaCted  for  their  good  Government,  Pro¬ 
tection  and  Trade,  but  be  always  difpofed  and 
ready  to  unite  with  their  Lives  and  Fortunes  for 
the  Prefervation  of  the  Conftitution  and  Freedom 
of  Old  England^  fhould  it  ever  be  in  Danger  of 
being  enfiav’d  by  Arbitrary  Power,  Domeftic 
FaCtion,  or  foreign  Invafion. 

Thus  I  have  confidered  the  Reafons  of  the 
Gentleman, who  dates  his  Letters  from  Guadaloupe , 

with  Candour  i  and  anlwer’d  him  with  Decency, 

with 
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with  a  ftrict  Regard  to  Truth,  and  to  the  Sub¬ 
ject  of  the  Argument;  and  with  as  much  Brevity 
and  Order,  as  his  Tautology  and  confufed  Me¬ 
thod  of  Writing  would  admit,  which  has  obliged 
me  to  examine  a  few  of  his  Afiertions  here  by 
themfelves. 

He  argues,  *  “  That  to  prevent  the  French 
“  from  difturbing  us  in  that  Quarter  of  the 
“  World  for  fome  Time,  either  we  muff  take 
“  the  Mijjifippi ;  or  the  Argument  for  Canada's 
“  Security  to  the  Britijh  Colonies  in  North  Ame- 
“  rica,  cannot  be  conclufive.  For  continues  he, 
“  t  granting  we  fliould  drive  them  out  of  Ca- 
“  nada  (whofe  Fate  is  ftill  dubious  ||)  will  not 
“  thefe  People  retire  and  take  Shelter  in  MiJJifip- 
“  pi?  From  that Circumftance,  will  not  Mijjifippi 
“  be  more  populous  and  more  dangerous,  and 
“  all  our  Apprehenfions,  of  being  driven  out  of 
“  America ,  be  renewed  from  that  Quarter.” 

Does  not  this  Gentleman  fee,  how  the  Argu¬ 
ment  retorts  upon  himfelf?  He  has  laboured 
thro’  thick  and  thin  to  prove  it  dangerous  for 
England  to  make  a  Conqueft  of  all  America ,  and 
to  perlwade  us.  That  leaving  the  French  upon 
the  Backs  of  our  Colonies  is  the  belt  and  only 
Means  to  keep  them  from  revolting  from  their 
Mother  Country.  Here,  by  faying  that  there 
can  be  no  Security  to  the  Britijh  Colonies,  with¬ 
out  taking  of  the  Mijjifippi,  he  admits  the  necef- 
fity  of  driving  the  French  entirely  out  of  North 
America :  and  therefore  muft  allow,  that  the 
taking  and  keeping  of  Canada  (whofe  Fate  is  no 
longer  dubious)  is  a  wife  and  necefiary  Meafure,- 

and 
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and  what  mu  ft  be  done  previous  to  the  taking  of 
the  Mijfifippi  alfo.  Which  Acquifition  no  doubt, 
would  be  an  additional  Security  to  our  Southern 
Provinces  on  that  Continent  :  becaufe  then  the 
natural  Enemy  of  our  Liberty  and  Trade,  could 
find  no  Shelter  to  difturb  our  Peace,  in  that 
Quarter  of  thb  World.  But  when  we  confider 
the  little  Increafe  of  the  People  in  that  Colony, 
compared  to  thofe  in  Canada ,  and  Acadia ,  whofe 
Imbecility  and  Depopulation  are  owing  to  the 
Moifture  and  Heat  of  the  Climate  ;  and  recolleft 
the  Difficulties,  to  which  the  Trade  and  Naviga¬ 
tion  of  the  Mifli/ippl  are  fubjefr,  by  its  Situation 
in  the  Gulph  of  Mexico  *,  where  the  Wind  is  al¬ 
ways  in  the  Eaft,  and  a  Ship  is  often  fix  Weeks 
beating  up  the  Bay  of  Palacio  \  its  Advantages  to 
Old  France  can  never  be  of  that  Confequence,  as 
to  retard  the  Bleffings  of  Peace,  fhould  Britain 
infill  upon  its  Ceffion  alfo ;  nor  could  its  Opera¬ 
tions  againft  our  Colonies  be  fupported  with  any 
Vigour,  for  renewing  a  War  in  North  America . 
The  Inhabitants  are  weak,  and  the  Communica¬ 
tion  with  Europe  is  precarious.  The  Colonies 
have  no  Refources  either  of  Men  or  Ammuni¬ 
tion  amongft  themfelves :  And  where  the  Cli¬ 
mate  is  lo  unwholefome,  the  Winds  lo  adverfe, 
aaid  the  Navigation  fo  hazardous,  they  can  have 
no  Dependance  or  Supplies  from  Old  France. 

In  the  next  Place  he  infers,  1  hat,  if  the 
French  will  never  be  at  Peace  with  us,  when  they 
cannot  make  War  in  America ,  they  mull  difturb 
us  in  Europe  and  then  afks,  \\  hether  we  have 
more  Advantage- over  the  French  by  a  War  m 
America ,  or  a  War  in  Flanders ,  when  they  have 
O fiend  in  their  Hands,  &c.  ?  * 

*  Page  5,  Line  26,  &c. 
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Here  we  ought  to  confider  two  Things,  Has 
the  French  Enmity  been  lefs  or  more,  during  the 
Time  of  their  Poffeffion  of  Canada  and  Acadia  ? 

i* 

will  the  Lofs  of  their  Pofiefiions  in  North  America 
increafe  or  diminifh  their  Power,  by  which  they 
have  hitherto  been  able  and  ready  to  difpute  the 
Right  we  claim  to  our  Difcoveries  on  that  Con- 
tinent  ? 

If  it  be  found.  That  the  hoftile  Intentions  of 
France  againft  Britain  have  fhewn  themfelves  morey 
fince  their  Strength,  in  North  America ,  has  been 
confirmed  by  the  feveral  Treaties  within  fifty 
Years,  and  that  the  Lofs  of  their  Northern  Co¬ 
lonies  on  that  Continent  has  fo  diminifhed  their 
Power,  that  they  are  no  longer  in  a  Condition 
to  difpute  our  Right :  it  mull  be  granted  that 
the  French  Power  in  Europe  will  be  diminifhed  ; 
and  their  Hoftilities  in  Europe  muft  decreafe. 
The  grand  Contention  about  Limits,  Property  and 
Trade  in  the  New  World  will  ceafe  :  And  the  Re- 
fources,  which  the  French  expelled  from  their 
Conquefts  in  North  America ,  being  cut  off  for 
ever,  they  will  more  ferioufiy  think  of  Peace. 
Therefore  where  it  is  laid.  That  they  will  never 
he  at  Peace  with  us ,  it  means  no  more  than,  The 
French  will  always  leek  an  Opportunity  to  difturb 
the  Peace  of  Britain  and  of  all  Europe ,  in  Propor¬ 
tion  to  the  Increafe  of  their  Power,  and  the  Ad¬ 
vantage  of  their  Situation.  Confequently  the 
only  Means  to  compel  them  to  keep  Peace,  is  to 
'  lop  their  encreafing  Strength,  and  to  drive  them 
out  of  thofe  advantageous  Ports,  from  whence 
they  fhew  the  moft  Eagernefs  to  attack  their 
Neighbours.  All  which  is  the  Objedt  of  thofe 
Meafures,  which  have  driven  them  out  of  their 
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Poffeffions  in  North  and  South  America ,  and  other 
Places  bordering  011  our  Trade  and  Settlements. 

His  comparative  Reafoning  about  a  War  in 
America ,  and  a  War  in  Flanders ,  is  begging  the 
Queftion.  Muft  we  permit  the  French  to  compel 
us  into  an  American  War  ^  which  can’t  be  carried 
on  with  Effeft,  without  an  Expence  that  fur- 
pafTes  any  before  it  ^  in  order  to  prevent  their 
making  Conquefts  in  Flanders  ?  Or  does  it  follow. 
That  being  driven  out  of  America ,  they  will  be 
better  able  and  more  prone  to  invade  Flanders  ? 
Or,  again,  is  the  Safety  of  Flanders  a  Confidera- 
tion  of  equal  Concern  in  the  Councils  of  Great 
Britain ,  with  the  Protection  and  Security  of  her 
American  Colonies  ?  When  we  are  delivered  from 
the  Incumbrances  of  an  American  War  \  the  Bri - 
ii(h  Power  will  be  greatly  increafed.  When  France • 
has  loft  her  American  Colonies,  her  Power  will 
decline,  and  fine  will  no  longer  be  able  to  divert 
the  Britifh  Arms  from  thofe  Meafures,  which  are 
neceflary  to  chaftife  our  Enemies.  We  now  fee 
OJlend  and  Newport  in  the  Hands  of  the  French  > 
and,  tho’  this  is  a  Time  for  them  to  exert  every 
Sinew  of  Power,  to  fave  their  finking  Country, 
Britain  has  not  hitherto  been  made  fenfible  of  any 
National  Difadvantage,  arifing  from  thofe  Ports, 
or  even  from  Minorca ,  to  her  Safety,  Trade,  or 
Navigation. 
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